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Archaeology and Heritage Statement
Cradley, Herefordshire

1.0 NON TECHNICAL SUMMARY
1.1

A desk based archaeology and heritage assessment has been completed for a site
composed of parts of two pasture fields at Cradley, Herefordshire on behalf of BSL
Strategic Ltd.

1.2

The Herefordshire Historic Environment Record and Historic England’s Archive were
consulted as to their holdings of information for the site and its environs. Records included
those relating to known sites and findspots, designated heritage assets and past
archaeological investigations, together with aerial photographs and secondary sources
held by Historic England. The Herefordshire Record Office was also visited and its
holdings of maps and secondary sources were checked. These and online sources
informed a site visit in November 2015.

1.3

The site area consists principally of one grass field and part of another to its west, with the
peripheral field boundaries evident on mid-nineteenth century mapping and worthy of
retention. The land is likely to have been farmed from the medieval period at least. No
extant heritage assets lie within the site or immediately adjacent other than a north south
hedgerow diving the two fields. All hedgerows will be retained, except where access
between the two fields is required.

1.4

The closest designated heritage assets are the Grade II listed Church Stile Farm
farmhouse to the south and Buryfield Cottage to the north west. The latter lies within
Cradley conservation area which includes the historic core of the settlement to the west of
the site and part of which abuts the site’s western boundary. The tower of the medieval
parish church, the Grade I listed St James’, can also be seen from the site.

1.5

Despite the proximity of two listed buildings, their main foci are away from the site itself.
Other listed buildings have no inter-visibility with the site and their significance would not
be affected by its development. The site could be seen as part of the wider rural setting of
both the church and the conservation area which are in keeping with its historical
situation.

1.6

However, it is certain that these areas would have been covered by orchards and hopfields in the 19th century. It is only on this north eastern side of the settlement that the
historical field pattern has been affected by post-war development. Planting within the
development would echo historical precedent and, given this, a very limited, ‘less than
substantial’ adverse effect on the church and conservation area would result.
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1.7

There has been no archaeological investigation close to the site previously, although it is
likely that the land has been farmed from the Anglo-Saxon period. Previously recorded
evidence for earlier activity is limited to a possible land boundary to the south and it is
quite likely that the area was wooded before colonisation in the early medieval period.

1.8

The site has low archaeological potential and any further investigation might be required
as a condition of planning permission and could be limited to trial trenching, if nothing is
revealed. Even if sub-surface archaeological remains are identified, they could be dealt
with through further investigation ahead of, or during, construction.

ACD Environmental Ltd
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2.0 INTRODUCTION, PURPOSE AND CONTEXT
Introduction
2.1

ACD Environmental has been commissioned by BSL Strategic Limited to carry out an
archaeology and heritage assessment of land at Cradley, Herefordshire, hereinafter
referred to as the 'site' (Appendix 2).

2.2

The site comprises one whole and part of a second pasture field in the north east of the
settlement. The site lies south of Vinesend Lane, with residential development and an
orchard to the north of the hedged lane. Further fields lie to the south, west and east.

Context
2.3

This Statement supports proposals to develop the site for housing with related access and
landscaping.

Purpose
2.4

The purpose of this assessment is to:


Ascertain the general archaeological and heritage value of the site by;


Identifying known assets within and close to the site that might be affected;



Assessing the potential for hitherto undiscovered sub-surface archaeological

deposits;


Assess any impacts of a likely proposed scheme.

ACD Environmental Ltd
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3.0

METHODOLOGY

Background Data Search
3.1 Information on previously recorded heritage assets, findspots and past archaeological
investigation has been obtained from the Herefordshire Historic Environment Record (HER).
The data search was undertaken for a kilometre radius centred on the site.
3.2 The following sources have also been consulted and, where relevant, the information provided
has been incorporated within this report:


Historic England Archive (formerly English Heritage NMR) in Swindon;



Historic England National Heritage List for England (NHLE) online;



Herefordshire Council website (HC); and



Herefordshire Record Office (HRO) in Hereford.

3.3 The Historic England Archive holds secondary sources and also a national collection of aerial
photographs which provide information about the land use post-Second World War and can
indicate sub-surface remains. The NHLE records designated heritage across the country
including listed buildings, scheduled monuments and registered landscapes. The HRO holds
historic maps and other sources for Cradley parish in which the site lay historically. Information
on local policy and Cradley Conservation Area was obtained from Herefordshire Council
website.
Site Visit
3.4

The site was surveyed in November 2015, with a further visit in April 2016. Both the site

itself and its environs were considered during the visits to identify any heritage assets or
potential assets within the site or on its edges and understand the setting of nearby assets.
Evaluation and Impact Assessment
3.5

Having defined the known and potential archaeological and heritage constraints to

development of the site, the impacts of the proposed residential scheme have been predicted,
taking into account different stages and activities within the development process. Further
evaluation or mitigation is recommended as appropriate.

ACD Environmental Ltd
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4.0 BASELINE INFORMATION
4.1 This review of baseline information has been informed by data held by the Herefordshire
Historic Environment Record and Historic England. Appendix 1 provides a gazetteer of HER
records mentioned in the text. Some HER records lying within the study area, but not pertinent
to this assessment, have not been detailed.
4.2 Sections below also review relevant information held at Historic England’s Archive and the
Herefordshire Record Office, including historic maps and aerial photographs. Appendix 2
includes a plan of the site today and of nearby heritage assets, whilst references and sources
are detailed in Appendix 3.
Context
4.3 The site lies on the eastern edge of Cradley’s main settlement, although the parish contains
dispersed settlement and lies on the eastern edge of Herefordshire. The site comprises one
pasture field and the northern part of another to its west. A private access track runs from north
to south between the two fields and to Church Stile Farm to the south. A public right of way
also runs from north to south through the site in the west. There are no structures within the
site, which has hedged boundaries to east, west, north, south east and either side of the track.
4.4 The site is bordered by Vinesend Lane to the north. Further parts of pasture fields mark the
southern, western and eastern edges of the site.

The geology is Raglan sandstone, with

Mathon sand and gravel superficial deposits (BGS website). The site is centred at NGR SO
7380 4740 and extends across approximately 1.5 hectares. The site slopes gently down from
the east to the west and from circa 95 metres above Ordnance Datum to 90m AOD.
Designated Sites
4.5 The site does not contain any designated heritage assets, but listed buildings form the
greatest number of HER records for the wider study area. The closest to the site are HERs
24640 and 24641 which record Buryfield Cottage and Church Stile Farm farmhouse
respectively.
4.6 Church Stile farmhouse lies 200m south of the site and is actually recorded as a 17th century
cottage in the listing citation with a modern wing ‘to the rear’ (Plate 2). The short entry notes a
timber framed structure with roughcast plaster infill panels of one and a half storeys (ie the first
floor makes use of the roof space) and with a new tile gable roof.

ACD Environmental Ltd
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4.7

Buryfield Cottage lies only fifty metres north west of the site on the north side of
Vinesend Lane and remains a small cottage of one and a half storeys thought to date from
the 17th century (Plate 1). Also timber framed with plaster panels, the building has a
gabled tile roof which is likely to have replaced thatch. There have been minor extensions
and alterations to the building over time, including a new porch and single storey western
extension.

4.8

Buryfield Cottage lies on the north eastern edge of Cradley Conservation Area
(Appendix 2). This designation extends across a large area west of the site, with the
western site boundary marking the north eastern edge of the designated area. There is no
conservation area appraisal at present, but the historical core of the village to either side
of the north south section of Vinesend Lane is included as is more recent development to
the west and south and adjacent small fields.

4.9

Most of the listed buildings within the study area are Grade II listed. An exception is the
parish Church of St James which is Grade I listed (HER 31074). Although largely rebuilt in
the 19th century, there are pieces of Anglo-Saxon stonework and Norman fabric
incorporated in the structure which has a circa 1200AD tower. The church sits on a small
hill at the heart of the village and in its churchyard, described as an ‘oval hedged
enclosure’.

4.10

A number of other HER records relate to features of the church or within the
churchyard, including a medieval cross (HER 3809) and the separately Grade II* listed
and possibly medieval lychgate (HER 3812). HER 41822 refers to a late 17th century
gravestone.

4.11

To the south west of the church, which itself lies 300m south west of the site, is the
village hall (HER 937). This is also Grade II* listed and a fine 16th century timber framed
jettied structure which was a school and may have originally been a ‘church ale house’.
Not recorded by the HER is the Grade II listed 17th century Church Cottage south of the
churchyard (Appendix 2).

4.12

West of the church and looming over it is the 18th century brick and slate roofed
classical rectory which was one of the largest in the area when built (HER 4819). This
Grade II house has a high brick wall between it and the church and also separately listed
stables to the west.

ACD Environmental Ltd
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4.13

Most of the other listed buildings in the study area are timber framed and plaster
panelled small 17th or 18th century cottages or houses arranged to either side of the north
south section of Vinesend Lane. From north to south these include Barratts Cottage (HER
24639), Hawkhurst Cottage (HER 24634), Penny Cottage (HER 24633), Rose Cottage
(HER 24632), a former post office and stores (HER 24631 with separately listed phone
box), Bullshead Cottage (HER 24629) and Clematis Cottage (HER 24628). All lie 200m or
more from the site’s western boundary and at lower elevations.

4.14

HER 24638 relates to Hawkhurst House in the north which is a more formal late 18th
century brick and tile house. The oldest cottage in the area is ‘Aythens’ or ‘Hyethermes’,
close to the church and which is thought to have 16th century origins and retains evidence
of wall paintings (HER 23328). Three hundred metres north east of the site, Hill House
Farm farmhouse and two barns are separately listed Grade II (HER 4818). It is thought
this was the site of Cradley’s manor house historically.

Other Records
4.15

The majority of other records for the study area are dated to the medieval period. One
exception is an east to west aligned cross valley dyke earthwork which follows the parish
boundary (HER 31808). This linear boundary feature lies circa 800 metres south of the
site, but may be prehistoric in origin, defining land ownership. It may alternatively be later
and possibly reflect the Anglo-Saxon clearance of woodland for agriculture.

4.16

HER 21706 is a general entry for the medieval occupation of Cradley which is
mentioned in the Domesday Survey and supported by fabric in the church and adjacent
cross. The entry also notes the survival of earthworks within the village which may reflect
the remains of medieval structures.

4.17

HER 3804 records the survival of up to five fishponds as earthworks and pond south of
the centre of Cradley and circa 700m south west of the site. These are ascribed a
medieval date on the basis of form and function. Extant ridge and furrow earthworks more
than 500m to the north east of the site are also likely to be of medieval date (HER 1318).
Such remains of the open field system are likely to have been much more extensive
around Cradley historically.

4.18

HER 48807 ascribes a potential medieval date to a number of extant features within
Lambridge Hill Wood, south east of the site. These are interpreted as including the
remains of boundary banks and charcoal burning platforms which may be of relatively
recent origin.

ACD Environmental Ltd
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4.19

Confirming the date of possible medieval features is hampered by a paucity of past
archaeological investigation. The only archaeological investigation recorded by the
Herefordshire HER in the study area is a relatively limited investigation during domestic
construction works at Stifford’s Bridge, 700m north west of the site (HER 20624). This
work found relatively recent features including stone drains, but also some medieval
pottery sherds.

4.20

HER 20625 records the actual road bridge spanning Cradley Brook which gave
Stifford’s Bridge its name. This feature is not designated and may be a replacement of an
older structure. The only other records within the study area record features which have
no bearing on the archaeological potential of the site or listed buildings which would not
be affected given distance and intervening topography, vegetation and other buildings.

4.21

A number of likely post-medieval quarry pits noted from historical maps are recorded by
the HER amongst these records and the closest to the site, HERs 40172 and 40173, are
marked on Plan 1 to south and north of the site respectively.

Historic Maps
4.22

The earliest detailed map for the site is the Tithe map of 1839 and apportionment of
1838. Both were available at the HRO on microfiche. The map shows the two main fields
included in the site boundary, but with each sub-divided. Those to the east are noted as
‘In Buryfield Orchard’, with the same tenant, but hops in the northern part and arable to
the south. Three to the west are recorded as ‘Buryfield’ or ‘In Buryfield’ and all as arable,
but with different owners and tenants. The name Buryfield suggests these were all once
part of a larger open field which would have been farmed in strips with ridges and furrows.

4.23

Access to Church Stile Farm is also shown and, unlike today, the access runs west of
where it now lies, along the public right of way shown on modern maps. Beyond the site
itself, buildings shown are almost exclusively those which are now listed, including
Buryfield Cottage and Church Stile Farm (Appendix 2). Church Stile farmhouse is shown
as lying south of a larger agricultural building, with two others to its north east. Three
further small structures which are probably a cottage and outbuilding and field barn are
shown south of the site and an additional likely barn, albeit larger, is shown to the west.
Also to the west and south west of Buryfield Cottage (HER24640) is a large residential
property which survives to this day. The apportionment entries for the wider parish confirm
the predominance of orchards and hop-fields in the parish.

ACD Environmental Ltd
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4.24

Little change is evident on the run of Ordnance Survey maps which date to 1886 and
subsequent decades through to 1949. No more modern development had occurred north
of the site or within the historic core of the village. A track following the line of the footpath
gave access to Church Stile Farm.

4.25

Striking on the 1886 OS map is the dominance of orchards on the eastern side of the
village and surrounding Church Stile Farm, with all the fields around the farm buildings
shown as orchard. The area where buildings now lie east of the site itself was also part of
Lumbridge Hill Wood and wooded.

4.26

Two of the three buildings shown on the Tithe map had gone by 1886, with only the
cottage and outbuilding to the south west of the site remaining. This latter is still shown in
1949, as is woodland east of the site.

Other Sources
4.27

Limited additional sources were available for the village. Although surveyed by the
Royal Commission in the 1930s, this detailed work focuses on the church and timber
framed buildings to the west which have since been listed, as does Pevsner (RCHME
1932 & Brooks and Pevsner 2012).

4.28

The settlement name is likely to stem from a personal name and ‘leah’ and to indicate
Anglo-Saxon origins to the settlement. ‘Buryfield’ has been interpreted as a reference to
an earlier earthwork or fortification, but may simply be synonymous with ‘Town field’. The
name is documented in 1589, which supports the idea that it refers to one of the
settlement’s open fields (Hunt 2004).

Aerial Photographs
4.29

The Historic England Archive was consulted for their holding of aerial photographs of
the site and its environs. A relatively small sample was available totalling less than forty
images and dating from 1946 to 2003. Many are at a small-scale and give limited
information as to the evolution of the site since the Second World War. The fields do
appear to have been arranged as they survive now, albeit with no track through the centre
until recent decades. Pasture use is evident and there is no indication of any
archaeological interest within the site or adjacent.

ACD Environmental Ltd
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Site Visit
4.30

The site itself was confirmed to consist of pasture, with no boundary to the south west
where the field continues beyond. A strong hedgerow marks the western site boundary,
with the conservation area beyond. The recently created access track through the site
appears to have made use of an original hedged field boundary on its western side, but
has a low new hedge on the eastern side. There was no evidence of any archaeological
interest within the site itself.

4.31

North east of the site, two hedged lanes converge and limit visibility to the north east,
with an orchard between the site and the listed buildings at Hill House Farm. Despite a
possible role as the manor house and an elevated position, it does not appear that Hill
House Farm ever had views across to the village and church. To the east, the land rises
upwards and several modern utilitarian and tin roofed outbuildings and house lie further
upslope at ‘The Rockies’.

4.32

To the west and north west, the land is part of Cradley Conservation Area. The closest
buildings within the designated area are the listed Buryfield Cottage and a larger
residence which is shown on the Tithe map too, but is not designated in its own right.

Plate 1: Looking north west towards Buryfield Cottage and Cradley Conservation Area

ACD Environmental Ltd

11

Archaeology and Heritage Statement
Cradley, Herefordshire

4.33

Buryfield Cottage is a small, low black and white cottage with limited extension (Plate
1). Its key significance is the evidential and historical value of the structure itself. Its
principal elevation looks southwards across Vinesend Lane and although it has a window
on its eastern elevation, the cottage’s setting has been compromised by surrounding
modern development.

4.34

Post-war development is excluded from the conservation area, but includes brick and
tile roofed detached and semi-detached two storey housing to the west, east and north of
Buryfield Cottage. Rendered semi-detached properties also lie north of Vinesend Lane as
it abuts the site, with a new school in a natural depression to the north.

4.35

Much of the conservation area in the north consists of small fields defined by
hedgerows and which historical maps suggest would have been orchards in the 19th
century. Although the closest house south of Vinesend Lane looks east towards the site,
the strong western site boundary hedge limits views beyond.

4.36

Further west, Vinesend Lane becomes sunken and the land slopes down such that the
listed residences to either side have limited settings facing onto the lane. Development of
the site would not harm their significance or the character of the conservation area.

4.37

To the south of the site, there is uninterrupted visibility between the site and Church
Stile farmhouse which can be appreciated by walking along the footpath which was the
access to the farm (Plate 2). Historic maps, the listing citation and consideration of the
fabric confirm that the larger eastern wing of the farmhouse which looks over the site is
modern, with tell-tale regular framing. The original structure is smaller and looks west
towards the village and church. Two windows adjacent to the chimney breast looking
towards the site are likely to be later insertions. Indeed, in the 19th century, these windows
would have looked on to a large barn north of the farmhouse. Beyond this, any views of
the site would have been obscured by orchard trees and hedgerows and are now of postwar housing north of Vinesend Lane.

ACD Environmental Ltd
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Plate 2: Church Stile Farmhouse looking south from site. The original structure is that to
the right
4.38

Church Stile Farmhouse looks west towards St James’ Church and the church is a
dominant landmark given its position on a hill. There are views of the tower from the site,
but also from many other locations on the edge of the settlement (Plate 3).

ACD Environmental Ltd
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Plate 3: View towards church from site
4.39

Views from the churchyard itself towards the site are limited by vegetation within the
churchyard, including several yews, and other trees and hedgerows between the church
and the site. Where glimpses are possible, the unattractive rusty tin roofed structures east
of the site are noticeable. However, although the key significance of the church is its fabric
and the most important part of its setting is its churchyard and surrounding buildings,
given its focal role in the parish, a much wider area of rural landscape enhances its
significance.

ACD Environmental Ltd
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5.0 PLANNING POLICY CONTEXT
5.1 This section summarises the relevant national and local planning policies, as well as other
reference documents, relevant to the baseline findings. The requirement to preserve or
enhance the setting of listed buildings and conservation areas contained within the
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 is a consideration.
5.2 More recent legal precedent requires that ‘considerable weight’ is given to the preservation
of setting when local Planning Authorities reach a planning decision.
National Planning Policy
5.3 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) covers all aspects of planning in one
document and mentions heritage in several paragraphs (DCLG 2012). In particular, under
bullet point 10 of 12 ‘Core Principles’ set out in Paragraph 17, it states planning should:
‘Conserve heritage assets in a manner appropriate to their significance, so that they can be
enjoyed for their contribution to the quality of life of this and future generations.’
5.4 Section 12 ‘Conserving and Enhancing the Historic Environment’ contains sixteen
paragraphs. Information requirements to inform an understanding of the significance of
‘heritage assets’ and the aim of sustaining or enhancing that significance are set out.
Heritage assets are defined in the NPPF glossary as any designated or undesignated
element of the historic environment which is identified as being of such significance that it is
a material consideration in the planning process.
5.5 In determining applications which cause harm to heritage assets directly, or indirectly,
through affecting a complementary setting, the NPPF recommends that considerable
importance and weight should be given to their conservation when reaching a planning
decision. The more important the asset, the greater the weight that should be ascribed. As
heritage assets are irreplaceable, it is noted that any harm or loss should require clear and
convincing justification. It notes that ‘substantial harm’ to or loss of designated heritage
assets of the highest significance should be wholly exceptional (Paragraph 133).
5.6 Paragraphs 134 and 135 clarify that, where a development proposal will lead to less than
substantial harm to the significance of a designated heritage asset, this harm should be
weighed against the public benefits of the proposal, including safeguarding its future.
Paragraph 135 also notes that effects on the significance of non-designated heritage assets
require a balanced judgement weighing the scale of impact and the significance of the
heritage asset against the benefits of the proposed development.
ACD Environmental Ltd
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5.7 Where heritage assets are to be lost, the final paragraph in Section 12, Paragraph 141,
confirms that a record of the elements to be lost should be provided and disseminated by
the developer.
Local Policy
5.8 The adopted local policy is contained within last year’s Core Strategy (Herefordshire
Council 2015). Policy LD1 – Landscape and Townscape includes the requirement that the
character of conservation areas be preserved or enhanced and:
‘…demonstrate that character of the landscape and townscape has positively influenced the
design, scale, nature and site selection, protection and enhancement of the setting of settlements
and designated areas.’
5.9 Policy LD5 – Historic Environment and Heritage Assets confirms that development affecting the
wider historic environment or heritage assets should:
‘1.Protect, conserve, and where possible enhance heritage assets and their settings in a manner
appropriate to their significance through appropriate management, uses and sympathetic design,
in particular emphasising the original form and function where possible;
2. where opportunities exist, contribute to the character and local distinctiveness of the
townscape or wider environment, especially within conservation areas;
4. record and advance the understanding of the significance of any heritage assets to be
lost(wholly or in part) and to make this evidence or archive generated publicly accessible and
5. where appropriate, improve the understanding of and public access to the heritage asset.
The scope of the works required to protect, conserve and enhance heritage assets and their
settings should be proportionate to their significance…’

ACD Environmental Ltd
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6.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
6.1 This Statement has been prepared on behalf of BSL Strategic Limited to support a planning
application for residential and related development of land at Cradley, Herefordshire. It
accords with current national and local planning policy which recommends consideration of
the heritage implications of development in advance of a planning determination.
6.2 The assessment has been informed by consultation with the Herefordshire Historic
Environment Record and the Herefordshire Record Office. Historic England’s Archive and
National Heritage List for England and online information has complemented these county
based sources. The site and its environs have also been visited.
6.3 The site itself does not contain any extant assets other than hedgerows. These boundaries
are worthy of retention as they date to at least the mid-19th century. The proposals will
retain almost all of the hedges, with one small section removed within the site to facilitate
access between the two fields.
6.4 The site itself lies in an area which is likely to have been agricultural from the medieval
period and was certainly cultivated or planted as orchards in more recent centuries. Despite
a paucity of archaeological investigation, the site has low potential for significant subsurface archaeological remains. It is recommended that any archaeological investigation
could be completed as a condition of planning permission, with trial trenching to confirm the
absence of or nature of any sub-surface remains.
6.5 Any such remains would have been truncated by cultivation and tree roots and, if present,
they could be dealt with through further investigation ahead of or during construction.
6.6 Several Grade II listed buildings lie close to the site, whilst Cradley Conservation Area lies
immediately west of the site. It is also the case that Cradley’s Grade I listed parish church is
located on a hill, dominating the local rural landscape and visible from the site. However,
further consideration of the location, history and significance of Buryfield Cottage north of
the site, Church Stile farmhouse to the south and others lying further away suggests the
proposals would not harm their significance through change to setting or harm appreciation
of their significance. The changes are a continuation of an ongoing evolution of the
landscape from medieval open cultivated fields, through orchards to post-war development
including that at Church Stile Farm itself.
6.7 Some limited harm to the significance of the church and the north eastern part of Cradley
Conservation Area would result from the erosion of the ‘fieldscape’ which reflects in part the
earlier situation of a rural community and the Christian landmark at its heart. However,
ACD Environmental Ltd
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there has been considerable peripheral change already, including modern residential
development bordering the north eastern boundary of the conservation area and the loss of
orchards. The proposed scheme would actually include the creation of a new orchard in the
east, echoing the historical landscape
6.8 Further development of well-designed two storey houses with sensitive new planting and
layout in the north-east would further limit the minimal adverse effect on both the character
of the conservation area and significance of the church. The residual level of harm would
therefore be at the very lowest end of ‘less than substantial’.

ACD Environmental Ltd
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Appendix 1 – Herefordshire Historic Environment Record Information
HER
ref.
937

NGR (SO
prefix)
7365 4710

Period
Medieval

Listed
Grade
II*

1318

741 479

Medieval

n/a

3804

7338 4677

Medieval

n/a

4818

7415 4775

17th c.

II

4819

7355 4714

18th c.

II

20624

7340 4807

Medieval
and later

n/a

20625

7344 4810

18th c.

n/a

21706

735 472

Medieval

n/a

23328

7357 4727

16th c. &
later

II

24628

7355 4726

17th c.

II

24629

7352 4728

17th c.

II

24631

7355 4731

18th c.

II

24632

7351 4733

18th c.

II

24633

7354 4738

17th c.

II

24634

7353 4743

17th c.

II

24638

7356 4746

18th c.

II

24639

7358 4745

17th c.

II
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Notes
Former school and probably church ale house now
hall and of 15th century date and later restorations.
Timber framed and tile roofed. Church Cottage (II,
17th, t/f & tile roof) lies to south east.
Extant ridge and furrow in field north of Hill House
Farm.
Four or five fishponds survive and connected by
ditch. Noted on OS mapping, but apparently mainly
silted up.
Hill House Farm farmhouse is timber framed and
tile roofed and was manor house in past. Two
barns to south separately listed (II).
Georgian Rectory was one of largest in county and
of brick and slate roofed. Very large with separately
listed stone and brick coped wall between it and
churchyard and brick and tile roofed stable to west
listed for group value.
Small archaeological excavation close to house
found post-medieval drainage features and finds
including some medieval pottery.
Stifford’s Bridge gives name to hamlet north of
Cradley and spans Cradley Brook on main road.
General entry for Cradley notes church and cross
and Domesday entry as evidence for medieval
settlement and likely shrunken earthworks and subsurface remains. HER 23832 also records
settlement of this date.
Aythens or Hyethermes Cottage has 16th or 17th
century fabric and fragmentary wall paintings and
one of earliest cottages in Cradley. Timber frame
and infill, with tile roof.
Clematis Cottage has timber frame and panels,
with steeply pitched slate (presumably previously
thatched) roof.
Bullshead Cottage is timber framed and has one
stone end wall and tile roof.
Former Post Office, stores and phone box adjacent
(HER 24630). Timber framed and brick infill to two
residences.
Rose Cottage has timber frame and brick noggin
panels.
Penny Cottage is timber framed, with brick noggin
panels and tile roof.
Hawkhurst Cottage is timber framed with roughcast
elevations and tile roof. May have remains of
hawking bothy in garden.
Hawkhurst House is late 18th century in brick with
tile roof.
Barratts Cottage is thatched and timber framed with
brick and plaster panels and oven to northern end.
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31074
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Medieval

I

31808
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Prehistoric
or later

n/a

40172

4402 4710

Postmedieval

n/a

40173
48807

7405 4763
7410 4700
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II
II

Medieval?

n/a

Buryfield Cottage is single storey and attic, timber
framed with plaster panels and tile roof.
Church Stile Farmhouse is of single storey with
attic and in timber frame with plaster panels and
new tile roof.
St James’ Church, Anglo-Saxon stonework and
Norman fabric, but mainly 19th century rebuild. Sits
on ‘slight hill within oval hedged enclosure’
(churchyard). Relationship with Rectory to west and
former church ale house to south east (HERs 937
& 4819). HER 31119 refers to earlier (? 8th c.) cross
fabric in wall, HER 3809 to cross in churchyard,
3812 to lychgate (II* & possibly medieval) and
41822 to early (1695) headstone.
Cross valley dyke includes a surviving bank up to
four metres high which runs east to west and which
marks the parish boundary. Ends at Cradley Brook
in west and respected by field boundaries.
Site of quarry marked on 1st ed. OS map.
Site of quarry marked on 1st ed. OS map.
Total of 14 earthwork features in woodland include
boundary banks, lynchets and charcoal burning
platforms.
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