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1

INTRODUCTION

1.1

This Appraisal of Landscape and Visual Effects (ALVE) has been
prepared in support of an outline planning application for a village green,
community administered shop, post office, farm shop, café, vineyard and
orchard with up to 29 no. residential dwellings including 11 no. affordable
dwellings near Church Stile Farm, Cradley. This ALVE considers the
effects on:
•
•
•
•

Landscape elements;
Landscape character;
Visual amenity; and
Malvern Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)

1.2

This ALVE has been undertaken with regard to best practice guidelines
within GLVIA3 that states in paragraph 1.1 that “Landscape and Visual
Impact Assessment (LVIA) is a tool used to identify and assess the
significance of and the effects of change resulting from development
on both the landscape as an environmental resource in its own right
and on people’s views and visual amenity.”1

1.3

GLVIA3 also states in paragraph 1.17 that when identifying landscape and
visual effects there is a “need for an approach that is in proportion to the
scale of the project that is being assessed and the nature of the likely
effects. Judgement needs to be exercised at all stages in terms of the
scale of investigation that is appropriate and proportional.”2

1.4

GLVIA3 recognises in paragraph 2.23 that “professional judgement is a
very important part of LVIA. While there is some scope for quantitative
measurement of some relatively objective matters much of the
assessment must rely on qualitative judgements”3 undertaken by a
landscape consultant or a Chartered Member of the Landscape Institute
(CMLI).

2015 emapsite Licence number 0100031673. Ordnance Survey Copyright Licence number 100042093 I Promap Licence number 100020449.

Figure 1: Site Location Plan
1 Para 1.1, Page 4, GLVIA, 3rd Edition
2 Para 1.17, Page 9, GLVIA, 3rd Edition
3 Para 2.23, Page 21, GLVIA, 3rd Edition

Scale: 1:25,000 @ A3
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2

METHODOLOGY

2.1

This ALVE has been undertaken with regard to the latest published
guidelines and the detailed methodology provided in Appendix 1.

3

LANDSCAPE PLANNING POLICY

3.1

The relevant landscape planning policies to the proposals are detailed
within the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), the Herefordshire
Local Plan Core Strategy 2011 – 2031 and the Cradley Neighbourhood
Development Plan at Regulation 14 draft plan stage.

Herefordshire Local Plan Core Strategy 2011 – 2031
3.4

The Herefordshire Local Plan Core Strategy 2011 – 2031 (Adopted October
2015) contains a number of relevant landscape policies including:

3.5

Policy LD1, Landscape and Townscape which states:
“Development proposals should:

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
3.2

The National Planning Policy Framework published on the 27th March
2012 sets out the governments planning policies for England and how
these are expected to be applied. The NPPF sets out 12 core planning
principles the most relevant of which are within Section 11 Conserving
and Enhancing the Natural Environment which states in paragraph 113:

NPPF Section 11, Paragraph 115 states:

Demonstrate that character of the landscape and townscape has
positively influenced the design, scale, nature and site selection,
protection and enhancement of the setting of settlements and
designated areas;

•

Conserve and enhance the natural, historic and scenic beauty
of important landscapes and features, including Areas of
Outstanding Natural Beauty, nationally and locally designated
parks and gardens and conservation areas; through the protection

3.7

The Cradley Neighbourhood Development Plan is at Regulation 14 draft
plan stage and the Parish Council have commissioned a separate Cradley
Settlement Boundary Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity Assessment
undertaken by Carly Tinkler CMLI (March 2015).

3.8

The site is located within East of East Cradley (Site 4) described as “the
land continues to undulate along the east side of the village, forming a
fairly long, steeply-sloping ridge” [and the] “areas in between the east
side of the village and the ridge form an important part of its historic
rural setting and context from the east, although the area of influence
of the village is relatively limited.”

3.9

Importantly, this document acknowledges that “Capacity [is] higher
along the lane frontage opposite the houses” (Appendix B, Schedule
4). This is due to the visual influence of modern residential buildings at
Berryfields across the site.

of the area’s character and by enabling appropriate uses, design
and management;
•

“Local planning authorities should set criteria based policies against
which proposals for any development on or affecting protected…
landscape areas will be judged. Distinctions should be made between
the hierarchy of international, national and locally designated sites,
so that protection is commensurate with their status and gives
appropriate weight to their importance and the contribution that they
make to wider ecological networks.”
3.3

•

Cradley Neighbourhood Development Plan (Draft)

•

3.6

“Great weight should be given to conserving landscape and scenic
beauty in National Parks, the Broads and Areas of Outstanding
Natural Beauty, which have the highest status of protection in relation
to landscape and scenic beauty.”

Incorporate new landscape schemes and their management
to ensure development integrates appropriately into its
surroundings; and

Malvern Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)
Management Plan 2014-2019
3.10

The Malvern Hills AONB was designated in 1959 under the National
Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 and is a nationally
important landscape. The Malvern Hills AONB Management Plan 20142019 contains a number of aims, objectives and policies in relation to
landscape.

3.11

AONB Objective LO1 is to “Conserve and enhance the distinctive
landscape elements and features of the AONB, particularly those that
are most sensitive or have little capacity for change.”

3.12

AONB Policy LP1 is to “manage the landscape of the AONB in accordance
with key documents such as the AONB Landscape Strategy, Landscape
Character Assessments and Historic Landscape Characterisations.”

3.13

AONB Policy LP2 is to “restore distinctive landscapes and landscape
features that have been significantly degraded.”

3.14

AONB Policy LP3 seeks to “identify and promote opportunities for
positive landscape change to landowners, managers, government and
all those with an influence over land.”

3.15

AONB Policy LP4 seeks to “promote greater awareness and appreciation
of the landscape character of the AONB among residents and visitors,
providing opportunities for them to be involved in identifying and
conserving locally distinctive features, views and landscapes.”

Maintain and extend treecover where important to amenity,
through the retention of important trees, appropriate replacement
of trees lost through development and new planting to support
green infrastructure.”

Policy LD3, Green Infrastructure which states:
“Development proposals should protect, manage and plan for the
preservation of existing and delivery of new green infrastructure,
and should achieve the following objectives:
1. Identification and retention of existing green infrastructure
corridors and linkages; including the protection of valued
landscapes, trees, hedgerows, woodlands, water courses and
adjoining flood plain;
2. Provision of on-site green infrastructure; and
3. Integration with, and connection to, the surrounding green
infrastructure network.”
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BASELINE CONDITIONS

4.1

The site is located between Buryfields, Vinesend Lane and Church Stile
Farm to the north east of Cradley within the Malvern Hills AONB. The site
is located within two pastoral fields sub-divided by a hedge lined farm
track leading to Church Stile Farm (owners property) further to the south
of the site (Figure 1).

4.2

The site is enclosed by mature trees within hedgerows following Vinesend
Lane to the north, by sloping ground rising towards the existing farm
workshops to the east, a mature treeline on sloping ground to the south
west, and mature treecover to the west separating the site from Cradley
village centre (Figure 2).

4.3

The site is currently accessible via the existing farm track on the Cradley
through road near Buryfields and the junction with Vinesend Lane to

2015 emapsite Licence number 0100031673. Ordnance Survey Copyright Licence number 100042093 I Promap Licence number 100020449.

Site Description and Context

the north west of the site. The farm access track leading to Church Stile
Farm is partly contained by managed hedgerows and a group of large
oaks (T11, T12 and T13) and an ash (T4) located towards the centre and
west of the site as shown on the Tree Survey (Figure 5).
4.4

The site comprises medium scale geometric pastoral fields that are
generally level to the west at 91m AOD gently rising to 102m AOD to the
east of the site near the existing farm workshops on the rising ground
of Lumbridge Hill. The landform steadily rises to the east within the
Malvern Hills AONB reaching highpoints of 149m AOD near Brook House
Farm to the north, 136m AOD near Lumbridge Hill Wood to the east, and
117m AOD at Cockshot Hill to the south of the site (Figure 3).

4.5

The field boundary vegetation contributes to the physical and visual
enclosure of the site on the low lying ground to the east of Cradley. Mature
ash and oaks (T27, T28, T29, T30, T31, T32, T33, T34, T35, T36, T37, T38,
T39 and T40) are located along Vinesend Lane reaching overall heights
of between 16 and 24 metres to the north of the site. Mature field maple,
ash, oak, hawthorn and hazel (G7, T18, T19, T20, T21, T22, T23, T24, T25
and T26) are located within a mature treeline to the south west of the site
reaching overall heights of between 10 and 20 metres. A mature treeline
is also located to the west of the site containing ash, oak, field maple
with a hawthorn understorey between 5 and 20 metres in height as also
shown on the Tree Survey (Figure 5).

Landscape Designations
4.6

The site is marginally located within the Malvern Hills Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONB) that covers a large geographical area of 105
square kilometres including parts of Herefordshire, Worcestershire and
Gloucestershire.

Figure 2: Environmental Designations
SCALE 1:20,000
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Landscape Character
4.7

The site is located within the surroundings of the following published
National Character Areas (NCAs) and Landscape Character Types (LCTs):
•
•

Natural England, National Character Area 103, Malvern Hills; and
Herefordshire County Council, Landscape Character Type, Principal
Timbered Farmlands and Principal Wooded Hills.

Visual Receptors
4.8

The site is located within the surroundings of the following residential
properties:
•
•
•
•
•
•

4.9

Residential properties between Buryfields and Cradley Primary
School located 0.25km to the north west;
Residential properties leading off Vinesend Lane located 0.55km to
the north east;
Lower Vinesend Farm located 0.35km to the east;
Church Stile Farm (owners property) located 0.24km to the south;
Cradley village centre, original post office (ceased trading) and
Brookside located 0.21km to the west; and
Rectory Lane located 0.28km to the south west of the site.

The site is located within the surroundings of the following public
highways:
•
•

4.10

The site is located within the surroundings of the following public rights
of way (PROW):
•
•

4.11

Cradley village through road near Buryfields located directly to the
north west; and
Vinesend Lane located directly to the north of the site.

Public footpaths between Buryfields, St James the Great Church,
Rectory Lane and Cradley village centre; and
Public footpath between Vinesend Lane and Lumbridge Hill Wood to
the east of the site.

The site is located within the surroundings of the following recreational
areas and places of worship:
•
•

Cradley Primary School and playing fields located 0.14km to the
north; and
St James the Great Church located 0.26km to south west of the site.

Figure 3: Topography Plan
SCALE: 1:20,000 @ A3
4
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PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

Figure 4: Site Layout
NOT TO SCALE
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5.1

5.2

The proposals are shown on the Site Layout (Figure 4), and the Design
and Access Statement (DAS). The proposals have sought to mitigate
the potential landscape and visual effects and enhance the ‘special
qualities’ of the Malvern Hills AONB within the site. The proposals
include a village green, community administered shop, post office, farm
shop, café, vineyard and orchard with up to 29 no. residential dwellings
with affordable housing on land between Buryfields, Vinesend Lane and
Church Stile Farm to the north east of Cradley.

5.5

•

•

The proposals include up to 29 no. residential dwellings encompassing
a variety of housing types and sizes with an average net density of 19
dwellings per hectare. This low density allows for a dispersed, organic
cluster of residential dwellings within the site considered to be in
harmony with the rural vernacular architecture of East Cradley in the
surroundings of existing modern residential properties at Buryfields.

5.3

The building heights vary between two storey and single storey dwellings
with a farm shop on the village green near the site entrance. The proposals
cover approximately 1.49ha with approximately 0.5ha of informal open
space within the village green and orchard as well as other landscape
corridors following the Root Protection Areas (RPAs) of mature trees and
existing hedgerows to the north and south of the site.

5.4

The vehicular access would be located to the north west of the site
approximately at the location of the existing field gate and PROW near
the Buryfields junction. The existing access to Church Stile Farm would
be retained to create a cycleway/footpath through the scheme and to
maintain access to the owners property.

The proposals include a range of landscape benefits designed to conserve
and enhance the site and the special qualities of the AONB including:

•

Provision of a village green, community administered shop, post
office, farm shop, café, orchard and vineyard within informal
recreational space to enhance the settlement gateway of East
Cradley;
Provision of a vineyard and orchard on higher ground to the east
of the site to link in with the character of the existing orchard to
the north of Vinesend Lane and to enclose the residential layout.
The vineyard and orchard would also provide an attractive leafy
backdrop to the rooflines on the higher ground extending into the
Malvern Hills AONB;
Retention of the public footpath to the west of the site allows for
a continuous recreational route through the proposals connecting
with the PROW network leading to Rectory Lane, St James the Great

•

•

•

Provision of new infill and reinforcement hedgerows to enclose
the proposed residential dwellings on open field boundaries to the
south west and east of the site;
Provision of a new public footpath following the new infill hedgerow
and mature treeline to the south of the site connecting with
Lumbridge Hill in the AONB;
Provision of a small scale, low density cluster of residential
dwellings constructed of timber and brick to appear of exceptional
design quality and in harmony with the rural vernacular architecture
of Cradley; and
An informal, dispersed pattern of trees within the residential layout
to soften the elevations and rooflines of dwellings to integrate the
proposals into the surrounding AONB.

Church and Churchfields;

Typical rural vernacular of proposed residential dwellings

6
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Typical rural vernacular of proposed orchard

6

EFFECTS ON LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS

6.1

The effects on landscape elements are limited to within the site and
includes the direct physical change to the fabric of the land, such as the
removal of site topography, trees, hedgerows or pastoral grassland.

6.7

Site Topography
6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

The prevailing contour is generally level to the west at 91m AOD gently
rising to 102m AOD to the east of the site near the farm workshops on the
lower slopes of Lumbridge Hill (Figure 3).

6.8

Sensitivity: The low lying prevailing contour of the site is considered to be
of medium value in terms of contribution to the landscape character of the
Principal Timbered Farmlands LCT within the Malvern Hills AONB. The
site topography is considered to be of low susceptibility due to the gentle
gradients and reduced requirement for site levelling and groundworks.
The overall sensitivity of the site topography is considered to be medium.
Magnitude: The proposals have sought to minimise the requirements for
ground engineering and cut and fill to accommodate the access roads,
parking areas, residential dwellings, balancing ponds and swales. A low
degree of ground engineering would be required on the low lying site
topography resulting in a low magnitude of change.
Effect: With a medium sensitivity and a low magnitude of change, the
proposals would result in a minor effect on site topography.

6.9

The site is physically and visually enclosed by mature trees within
hedgerows along Vinesend Lane to the north, on the sloping ground
rising towards the farm workshops to the east, the mature treelines to
the south east and west of the site. The composition of native trees within
hedgerows generally includes ash, oak and field maple. An attractive
group of oak and ash trees are located towards the centre and west of
the site which would be retained within the proposed village green.

Magnitude: The proposals have sought to retain the native trees within
the site as far as possible and none of the High (Category A) or Moderate
(Category B) quality trees from the Tree Survey (Figure 6) would require
removal within the site. The proposals would include the planting of
additional native trees and shrubs to reinforce the existing hedgerows and
to enhance the visual amenity of the village green, landscape corridors
and residential dwellings. The retained trees within the site would be
managed to ensure their long term survival. Overall there would be a net
gain of native trees and therefore the magnitude of change is considered
to be high.

6.13

6.10

6.14

The hedgerows surroundings the site and following the farm access track
to Church Stile Farm provides physical and visual enclosure to the site
on the lower lying ground. The proposals have sought to reinforce and
enhance the existing hedgerows surrounding the site to provide visual
enclosure to the proposals to the north east of Cradley.

6.15

Sensitivity: The hedgerows within the site are considered to be high value
and susceptibility due to the contribution these landscape elements
make to the character of the Principal Timbered Farmlands LCT. The
overall sensitivity is considered to be high.

6.16

Magnitude: The proposals will require the loss of approximately -50
linear metres of hedgerow (G10) on the site frontage with Buryfields to
the north west of the site. This is to allow for the vehicular access and
views across the village green on the settlement gateway near Buryfields.
The loss of this hedgerow (G10) would be mitigated through the planting
of new hedgerow to the south west and to the east of the site to enclose
the residential dwellings on the lower ground. This would result in a net
gain of native hedgerows within the site. The retained hedgerows would
be managed to provide visual screening and to ensure their long term
survival. The magnitude of change is considered to be high.

6.17

Effect: With a high sensitivity and high magnitude of change, the proposals
would result in a major (beneficial) effect on hedgerows.

Effect: With a high sensitivity and high magnitude of change, the proposals
would result in a major (beneficial) effect on native trees.

6.11

6.12

The site is located to south of an existing orchard between Vinesend Lane,
Cradley Primary School and Hill House Farm to the north of the site. The
proposed orchard is intended to provide a community benefit linked to
the farm shop that would enhance the special qualities of the Malvern
Hills AONB. The proposed orchard is intended to provide an attractive
backcloth to the roofline architecture of the residential dwellings on the
lower ground to the north east of Cradley.
Sensitivity: The existing orchard to the north of Vinesend Lane is
considered to be of high value and susceptibility in terms of the
contribution this landscape element makes to the character of the
Principal Timbered Farmlands LCT and the special qualities of the AONB.
The overall sensitivity is considered to be high.
Magnitude: The proposals would include the planting of orchard trees
in accordance with the Malvern Hills AONB Landscape Strategy and
Guidelines. The orchard trees would be located within an informal meadow
surrounding a vineyard and would be managed by the community and
the landowner to ensure their long term productivity. Overall there would
be a net gain of orchard trees and therefore the magnitude of change is
considered to be high.

Effect: With a high sensitivity and high magnitude of change, the proposals
would result in a major (beneficial) effect on orchard trees.

Hedgerows

Orchards

Native Trees
6.6

Sensitivity: The native trees are considered to be of high value in terms of
contribution these landscape elements make to the Principal Timbered
Farmland LCT. The native trees within the hedgerows to the north, south
east and west of the site are considered to be of high susceptibility as
they are important in terms of integrating the residential dwellings and
providing an attractive backcloth to the roofline architecture within the
site. The overall sensitivity is considered to be high.

Balancing Ponds and Swales
6.18

The site does not currently contain any balancing ponds or swales
although does contain areas of periodically wet pasture on lower ground
to the south west of the site. No additional balancing ponds or swales are
likely to be required.

6.19

Sensitivity: The existing drainage ditches are considered to be of medium
value, susceptibility and overall sensitivity due to the limited contribution
these landscape elements make to the Principal Timbered Farmlands
LCT and the opportunity for retention within the landscape corridors. The
overall sensitivity of balancing ponds and swales are considered to be
medium.
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Figure 5: Tree Survey
NOT TO SCALE
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6.20

6.21

Magnitude: The proposals would not require the removal of existing
drainage ditches within the residential layout resulting in a negligible
magnitude of change.
Effect: With a medium sensitivity and negligible magnitude of change,
the proposals would result in a negligible effect on balancing ponds and
swales.

Table 2, Summary of Effects on Landscape Elements
Landscape

Value

Susceptibility

Magnitude

Magnitude

Effect

Site topography

Medium

Low

Medium

Low

Minor

Native trees

High

High

High

High

Major

elements

(Beneficial)
Orchards

High

High

High

High

Major
(Beneficial)

Pastoral Grassland
6.22

6.23

The proposals are located within two medium scale geometric pastoral
fields used for cattle grazing.
Sensitivity: The pastoral grassland is not considered to be floristically
diverse therefore is considered to be of low value within the Principal
Timbered Farmlands LCT. The susceptibility of the pastoral grassland
is considered to be medium due to the commonality of this landscape
elements and the opportunity for partial retention of meadow grassland
within the village green, orchard and landscape corridors. The overall
sensitivity of the pastoral grassland is considered to be medium.

6.24

Magnitude: The proposals would result in the removal of pastoral
grassland within the residential footprint of the site. The proposals would
result in the perceived change from pastoral grassland to a village green,
community administered shop, post office, farm shop, café, vineyard and
orchard with up to 29 no. residential dwellings. The magnitude of change
is considered to be high.

6.25

Effect: With a medium sensitivity and high magnitude of change, the
proposals would result in a major effect on the pastoral grassland within
the site.

6.26

The effects on landscape elements within the site are summarised in
Table 2:

Hedgerows

High

High

High

High

Major
(Beneficial)

Balancing

Medium

Medium

Medium

Negligible

Negligible

Medium

Low

Medium

High

Major

ponds and
swales
Pastoral
grassland

A community orchard is proposed within the site to enhance the special qualities of the AONB
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7

EFFECTS ON LANDSCAPE CHARACTER

7.1

Landscape character is defined as the “distinct, recognisable and
consistent pattern of elements in the landscape that makes one
landscape different from another, rather than better or worse.” The
effects on landscape character considers how the introduction of new
landscape elements physically alters the landform, landcover, landscape
pattern, and perceptual attributes of the site or how visibility of the
proposed development changes the way in which landscape character
is perceived.

•

There is a high density of public rights of way and an extensive
area of open access land;

•

There are good rail and road links to urban populations;

•

To the north and west of the hills there are wooded limestone
ridges, separated by vales of mixed shale. The lower slopes and
ridges – particularly the steeper ones – are densely wooded, with
blocks of ancient woodland and occasional plantations. Many
field boundaries are species-rich and also of medieval origin;

The site is located within the surroundings of the following published
National Character Areas (NCAs) and Landscape Character Types (LCTs):

•

The ridges and vales form a mixed pastoral landscape of small
irregular fields, orchards, hop yards and many ancient, speciesrich hedgerows and meadows. Interspersed throughout this
landscape (particularly to the south, where larger farms and
estates developed) are larger fields bounded by thorn hedges,
resulting from 18th- and 19th-century reorganisation;

7.2

•
•
7.3

Natural England, National Character Area 103, Malvern Hills; and
Herefordshire County Council, Landscape Character Type, Principal
Timbered Farmlands and Principal Wooded Hills.

The effect of the proposals on landscape character has been assessed at
each representative viewpoint in Appendix 2.

Natural England, NCA 103 Malvern Hills
7.4

Natural England has identified 159 geographical areas of similar
landscape character known as National Character Areas (NCAs). This
mapping, sometimes described as ‘The Character of England Map’
provides a description of landscape character at the national scale. It is
considered that whilst the NCAs provide a national spatial framework,
the scale of the mapping and information is of limited use as a planning
tool at the local scale. The key characteristics of the Malvern Hills NCA
103 includes:
•

10

“A prominent, narrow north–south ridge of high, unenclosed,
rounded hills of igneous and metamorphic rocks, which rise
abruptly from the Severn Vale along a fault plane to form a highly
visible dominant landmark, visible from a long distance. The
ridge is offset by several faults, which have been eroded to form
prominent passes through the hills;

•

A varied geology, which is reflected in the soils, which range from
thin, acidic soils on the Malvern Hills, through deeper, neutral
soils over the Old Red Sandstone to calcareous soils on Silurian
shale and siltstone;

•

Along the Malvern Hills ridge there are a number of dramatic
historic sites, including the bronze-age barrows, iron-age hill
forts at British Camp and Midsummer Hill, and the Shire Ditch;

•

The high hills and the surrounding area are dominated by
unimproved grassland, heathland and bracken, with encroaching
scrub from the woodlands below;

•

In the north of the area, the Leigh Brook flows west to east. Other
small streams flow from the spring lines along the hills;

•

Redundant quarries and sandpits providing relatively rare
standing water habitats;

•

A diversity of building materials influenced by the variations in
geology, with Malvern stone houses and walls, limestone houses
and walls and timber frame buildings;

•

Some large estates with designed landscapes – such as Eastnor
Castle – lie in the foothills. Scattered farmsteads and cottages
occur on lower ground beneath the main hill ridge and lower
hills. This is an area of mixed dispersed, linear and loose
courtyard farmsteads and smallholdings (in areas associated
with unenclosed common or historic, subsequently enclosed
common), juxtaposed with larger, loose and regular courtyard
farmsteads in landscapes with a longer history of settlement; and

•

7.5

7.6
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On the steep sides of the Malvern Hills are distinctive Victorian
and Edwardian buildings.”

Sensitivity: The Natural England, Malvern Hills NCA 103 covers a large
geographical area of the Malvern Hills range between Knightwick,
Great Malvern, Cradley, Ledbury and King’s Green. As such, NCA 103 is
considered to be of low susceptibility in relation to the scale of the site on
the edge of Cradley and of high value within the AONB designation. The
overall sensitivity is considered to be medium.
Magnitude: The Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) within Figure 7 and
the representative viewpoints in Figure 8 shows that a relatively small
geographical area of the NCA Malvern Hills 103 would be affected
through visibility of the proposals. The Site Layout (Figure 4) shows

that the proposals would result in a net gain of native trees, hedgerows,
orchards, vineyards and wildflower meadows considered to be key
characteristics of NCA Malvern Hills 103. Due to the locations of existing
modern residential properties to the north west of the site at Buryfields,
the proposals would appear as a limited residential extension on low lying
ground to the north east of East Cradley. The key characteristics of NCA
103 would prevail with the proposals in place therefore the magnitude of
change at the national scale is considered to be negligible.
7.7

Effect: With a medium sensitivity and negligible magnitude of change,
the proposals would result in a negligible effect on the Natural England,
NCA Malvern Hills 103.

Herefordshire County Council, Principal Timbered Farmlands
7.8

At the regional scale, the site is located within the Herefordshire County
Council, Principal Timbered Farmlands LCT described as:
“…rolling lowland landscapes with occasional steep sided hills and
low escarpments. They have a small scale, wooded, agricultural
appearance characterised by filtered views through densely scattered
hedgerow trees. These are complex, in places intimate, landscapes
made up of a mosaic of small to medium sized fields, irregularly
shaped woodlands and winding lanes.
The key element of these landscapes is the strong unifying presence
of tree cover in the guise of woodlands, hedgerow trees, and linear
tree cover associated with streams and watercourses. The combined
presence of these treecover components creates the fundamental
sense of scale and enclosure, together with the filtered views that
are distinctive in this landscape. The woodlands are of ancient seminatural character, comprising mixed native broadleaved species,
with oak being dominant. Lines of mature oak are a particular feature
of the hedgerows, which are visually very dominant. They are usually
species rich, complex habitats supporting a wide range of flora and
fauna as well as the numerous hedgerow trees. The scale and shape
of the woodlands is also important, ranging in size from small field
corner copses to those of a size exceeding that of the surrounding
fields.
The irregular outline of many of the woodlands, together with the
pattern of hedgerows and winding lanes, contributes to the overall
organic character of this landscape. A densely dispersed pattern of
farmsteads and wayside cottages is typical with a notable number of
buildings constructed out of brick and timber.”

7.9

7.10

Sensitivity: The Principal Timbered Farmlands LCT are considered to
be of high value although of low susceptibility to the proposals due the
extent of mature treecover that provides visual enclosure within the LCT.
The overall sensitivity is considered to be medium.

7.12

7.13

Magnitude: The proposals would support the identified conservation,
restoration and enhancement measures within the Principal Timbered
Farmlands LCT including:
•

“Conserve and restore the pattern and composition of the
hedgerow matrix through appropriate management and
replanting;

•

Conserve and restore tree cover along watercourses and
streamlines;

•

Conserve all native broadleaved woods and copses and restock
with locally occurring native species;

•

Conserve the organic pattern and character of the lane networks;

•

Conserve the historic dispersed settlement pattern;

•

Retain the distinctive hedgerow oaks and enhance their age
structure through new planting or encouraging the growth of
existing plants to tree size;

•

Seek opportunities to enhance tree cover along roadsides and in
other non-farmed locations; and

•

7.11

Herefordshire County Council, Principal Wooded Hills

“These are upstanding, densely wooded, hilly landscapes with a
steeply sloping topography. The inherent character is derived from
the pronounced relief and the dominant, flowing woodland cover
which provide a strong sense of unity and visual integration. These
are landscapes of large irregularly shaped ancient woodlands and
wooded streamlines which interlink with the surrounding hedged
fields.”
7.14

7.15

Effect: With a medium sensitivity and high magnitude of change, the
proposals would result in a major (beneficial) effect on the landscape
character of the site itself. However, the effect on landscape character
rapidly diminishes beyond the site boundaries due the low lying
topography and mature treecover surrounding the site resulting in a
minor (beneficial) effect on the wider LCT.

Sensitivity: The Principal Wooded Hills LCT are considered to be of high
value within the AONB and of high susceptibility due the more elevated
views within the Malvern Hills range. The overall sensitivity is considered
to be high.

A village green is proposed on the site entrance to enhance the settlement gateway of
Cradley

Magnitude: The proposals are located on the boundary of the Principal
Wooded Hills LCT on higher ground to the east of the site. The Zone of
Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) in Figure 7 and the representative viewpoints in
Figure 8 shows that a relatively small geographical area of the Principal
Wooded Hills LCT would be affected through visibility of the proposals.
The site is visually enclosed by the rising landform and woodlands of
Lumbridge Hill containing the effects on landscape character to a
relatively small area of the LCT. The magnitude of change is considered
to be negligible.

Encourage the planting of new small woods, reflecting the scale,
shape and composition of the existing woodland character and
favouring oak as the dominant species.”

The proposals would inevitably change the pastoral farmland character
of the site to a village green, community administered shop, post
office, farm shop, café, vineyard and orchard with a small scale organic
cluster of residential dwellings. The low density residential dwellings
constructed from timber and brick are considered to be in harmony
with the landscape character of the Principal Timbered Farmlands LCT.
The magnitude of change is considered to be high within the site and
negligible on the wider LCT.

The site is also located on the boundary of the Herefordshire County
Council, Principal Wooded Hills LCT covering the higher ground of
Lumbridge Hill to the east of the site. The Principal Wooded Hills LCT is
described as:

7.16

Effect: With a high sensitivity and negligible magnitude of change, the
proposals would result in a minor effect on the Principal Wooded Hills
LCT.

7.17

The effects on landscape character are summarised in Table 3:
Table 3, Summary of Effects on Landscape Character
Landscape
Character

Value

Susceptibility

Sensitivity

Magnitude

Effect

Natural England,
National Character
Area 103, Malvern
Hills

High

Low

Medium

Negligible

Negligible

Herefordshire
County Council,
Principal Timbered
Farmlands

High

Herefordshire
County Council,
Principal Wooded
Hills

High

The proposals would include a farm shop within the village green as a community
benefit
Low

Medium

Low

Minor
(Beneficial)

High

High

Negligible

Minor
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Figure 6: Landscape Character Types
SCALE 1:20,000
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8

EFFECTS ON VISUAL AMENITY

8.1

The effect on visual amenity considers the changes in views arising from the
proposals in relation to visual receptors including surrounding settlements,
residential properties, highways, public rights of way (PROW) and
recreational areas; and the effect on representative viewpoints or specific
locations within the study area.

Zone of Theoretical Visibility
8.2

8.3

8.4

8.5

Figure 7 shows the Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) for the proposals in
the 2km study area. The ZTV shows the extent of potential visibility for the
proposals at +1.7 metres height above ground level (agl) to the roofline of
the proposed two storey residential dwellings at approximately at +9.5m agl
within the Site Layout (Figure 4). The ZTV was produced during the baseline
assessment stage to assist in the identification of representative viewpoints
surrounding the site as shown in Figures 7 and 8.

dwellings would generally appear against an attractive backcloth of rising
landform, the village green and orchard that would appear in harmony with
the rural vernacular architecture of East Cradley.

The actual visibility of the proposals is less than illustrated in the ZTV in
Figure 7 as shown within the representative viewpoints in Figure 8. The
proposals would be visually enclosed between mature trees, hedgerows
and the existing orchard following Vinesend Lane to the north (Viewpoint
5); the rising landform, farm workshops and hedgerows on Lumbridge
Hill to the east (Viewpoint 7); the extensive woodland at Lumbridge Hill
to the south east; mature treelines and hedgerows between Church
Stile Farm and Netherley Hall to the south (Viewpoint 9); and the mature
treecover separating the site from Cradley village centre to the west of the
site (Viewpoint 11 and 12). Where the proposals are visible, the residential

8.13

With a high sensitivity and low magnitude of change, the proposals would
result in moderate effect on the residential properties at The Rockeries
and Hillview on higher ground near Vinesend Lane to the north east of the
site. Views across the proposed orchard are considered to enhance visual
amenity from these residential properties resulting in a minor (beneficial)
effect by year 15.

8.14

With a high sensitivity and low magnitude of change, the proposals would
result in moderate effect on Church Stile Farm at year 1 reducing to a minor
effect by year 15 once the new hedgerow and reinforcements to the south of
the site has matured.

Residential Properties
8.6

The proposals are located within the surroundings of the residential
properties on Buryfields and Queenswood to north west, near Vinesend
Lane at The Rockies, Hillview and Holly Cottage to the north east, Church
Stile Farm (owners property) to the south, Cradley village centre to the west,
and Rectory Lane to the south west of the site.

8.7

Sensitivity: Views from residential properties are considered to be of
high value, susceptibility and overall sensitivity.

8.8

Magnitude: The clearest views of the proposals would be from the upper
floors of the residential properties between the junction of Buryfields
Road and Cradley Primary School near the proposed vehicular access to
the north west of the site. The hedgerow (G10) would be removed to allow
for views across the village green, community administered shop, post
office, farm shop and café to enhance the settlement gateway of East
Cradley. Partial views of the farm shop and the residential dwellings at
close proximity would be visible beyond the village green resulting in a
high magnitude of change at year 1 and 15.

The ZTV within Figure 7 in the 2km study area shows a ‘screened’ ZTV
whereby the screening effects of woodland and built up areas have been
modelled with an assumed woodland height of +15m agl and an assumed
building height of +8m agl. Importantly, the ZTV shows a bare earth model
and does not show the visual screening provided by individual mature trees
or hedgerows or the proportion of building visibility throughout the study
area. The representative viewpoints in Figure 8 illustrates the degree of visual
screening provided by surrounding landform, mature trees and hedgerows.
The ZTV for the proposals reflects the low lying nature of the site and the
visual enclosure provided by the rising landform of the Malvern Hills to the
east and the high proportion of woodland and hedgerow coverage. The ZTV
in Figure 8 shows that the proposals would be theoretically visible between
Haleswood and Brook House Farm to the north; Whiteman’s Hill and Upper
Vinesend Farm to the north east; Lumbridge Hill and High Grove Wood to
the east; Cockshot Hill and Fernhill to the south; Hope End Farm and the
Ridgeway to the west; Stoney Cross and Greenhill to the north west of the
site within the 2km study area.

considered to enhance visual amenity on the settlement gateway resulting
in a major (beneficial) effect by year 15.

8.9

8.10

Public Highways
8.15

The proposals are located within the surroundings of public highways on the
Cradley village through road between the A4103, Buryfields and the village
centre to the north west and Vinesend Lane to the north of the site.

8.16

Views of the proposals would also be perceptible from the residential
properties at The Rockeries and Hillview on higher ground at Vinesend Lane
to the north east of the site. The roofline of the residential dwellings would
be visible beyond mature treecover and hedgerows on Vinesend Lane and
the orchard and vineyard on higher ground to the east of the site. This would
result in a medium magnitude of change at year 1 reducing to low magnitude
at year 15.

Sensitivity: Views from motorists using rural lanes are generally considered
to be of medium value and susceptibility due to the oblique, transient and
peripheral nature of views from moving vehicles. However, the value and
susceptibility of the Cradley through road is considered to be of high as it
forms part of the settlement gateway leading into Cradley. Vinesend Lane
is located within the AONB therefore is considered to be of high value and
of medium susceptibility due to mature treecover enclosing the rural lane
to the north of the site. The overall sensitivity of the surrounding public
highways are considered to be high.

8.17

The proposals would be partially visible from Church Stile Farm (owners
property) to the south of the site (Viewpoint 8). Within these views, the
rooflines of residential dwellings would be visible beyond the mature
treeline and infill hedgerow to the south of the site. The proposed hedgerows
would progressively filter views from Church Stile Farm (owners property)
resulting in a low magnitude of change at year 1 reducing to a negligible
magnitude of change by year 15.

Magnitude: Partial views of the village green, community administered
shop, post office, farm shop, café, orchard, vineyard and residential
dwellings would apparent from the Cradley through road on passing the site
(Viewpoints 1 and 3). The removal of the hedgerows (G10) to the north west
of the site is intended to allow for views across the village green to enhance
the settlement gateway leading into Cradley resulting in a high magnitude of
change at year 1 and a medium magnitude of change by year 15.

8.18

Partial views of the residential dwellings at close proximity would be visible
from Vinesend Lane in the winter months (Viewpoint 4) resulting in a high
magnitude of change at year 1 and a medium magnitude of change by year
15.

8.19

Effect: With a high sensitivity and high or medium magnitude of change, the
proposals would result in major (beneficial) effect on the Cradley through
road directly passing the site on the settlement gateway. Others sections of
the Cradley through road would remain unaffected.

8.11

The proposals would not be visible from Cradley village centre and the original
village post office (ceased trading) resulting in a negligible magnitude of
change.

8.12

Effect: With a high sensitivity and high magnitude of change, the proposals
would result in major effect on residential properties between the Buryfields
junction and Cradley Primary School at year 1. Views across the village
green, community administered shop, post office, farm shop and café are
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8.20

8.21

8.22

8.23

With a high sensitivity and a high or medium magnitude of change, the
proposals would result in a major effect on Vinesend Lane directly to the north
of the site although views would be partially filtered by mature treecover
and hedgerows bordering the rural lane. Other sections of Vinesend Lane
between Holly Cottage and Lower Vinesend Lane would remain largely
unaffected by the proposals.

8.26

The proposals are located within the surroundings of a number of public
rights of way (PROW) including the public footpaths between Buryfields,
Rectory Lane and Churchfields (Viewpoints 2, 11 and 12) and the public
footpath between Vinesend Lane and Lumbridge Hill Wood (Viewpoint 6) on
the higher ground to the east of the site.

8.27

The proposals are located within the surroundings of schools and places of
worship including Cradley Primary School and playing fields located 0.14km
to the north and the St James the Great Churchyard (Viewpoint 11) within the
historic core of Cradley located 0.26km to the south west of the site.

8.28

Sensitivity: Views from schools and places of worship used by local
residents and walkers are considered to be of high value, susceptibility and
overall sensitivity.

8.29

Magnitude: The proposed residential dwellings would not generally be
visible from Cradley Primary School and playing fields to the north of the
site. Filtered views of the dwellings rooflines would be barely perceptible to
the north east of the St James the Great Churchyard (Viewpoint 11) resulting
in a negligible magnitude of change at year 1 and 15.

8.30

Effect: With a high sensitivity and negligible magnitude of change, the
proposals would result in a minor effect at year 1 and 15 in accordance with
the methodology in Appendix 1. In reality, the effects would be negligible as
the proposals are not generally visible from ground level.

Sensitivity: Views from public rights of way (PROW) used by local residents
and walkers are considered to be of high value, susceptibility and overall
sensitivity.
Magnitude: The proposals have retained the route of the public footpath
across the pastoral fields to the west of the site forming part of a network
between Buryfields, St James the Great Church and Churchfields (Viewpoints
2, 11 and 12). Views of the proposed residential dwellings would be dominant
over a stretch of approximately 85 metres to the west of the site resulting in
a high magnitude of change although within the visual context of existing
residential properties at Buryfields (white buildings). On passing the site,
views of the proposals would rapidly disappear on the approach to St James
the Great Church, Rectory Lane and the historic core of Cradley. Heavily
filtered glimpses views of the proposals would be visible in the winter
months between Rectory Lane and Churchfields (Viewpoint 12).

8.24

The proposals would introduce a new footpath linkage to the south of the site
leading to the existing public footpath on higher ground between Vinesend
Lane and Lumbridge Hill Wood running to the east of the site (Viewpoint
6) along approximately 106 metres of PROW. Views of the residential
dwellings would be visible on the lower ground beyond the proposed
orchard and vineyard (Viewpoint 6). Views of the residential dwellings would
be progressively filtered by the proposed orchard trees resulting in a high
magnitude of change at year 1 and a low magnitude of change by year 15 as
the orchard reaches maturity.

8.25

Effect: With a high sensitivity and high magnitude of change, the proposals
would result in major effect on the public footpath passing through the
proposals to the west of the site at year 1 and 15. However, the proposals
would not be visible from the majority of the PROW network between the
site, St James the Great Church and Churchfields.

14

With a high sensitivity and high magnitude of change, the proposals would
result in a major effect on the public footpath to the east of the site between
Vinesend Lane and Lumbridge Hill Wood to the east of the site at year 1 with
a moderate (beneficial) effect anticipated by year 15.

Schools and Places of Worship

Representative Viewpoints
8.31
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The desktop studies and field surveys have identified a number of
viewpoints considered to be representative of the range of views and
receptors surrounding the proposals. The selected viewpoints in Figure 8
are not intended to cover every single possible view but are intended to be
representative of a range of visual receptor types e.g. residents, walkers on
public footpaths and road users from different directions and distances from
the site. Consultation regarding the locations of representative viewpoints
1 to 12 was undertaken with the Herefordshire County Council landscape
officer and the Malvern Hills AONB Partnership on 20th October 2015. The
field surveys were undertaken by a Chartered Member of the Landscape
Institute (CMLI) in November 2015 with reduced leaf coverage as follows:

2015 emapsite Licence number 0100031673. Ordnance Survey Copyright Licence number 100042093 I Promap Licence number 100020449.

Figure 7: ZTV & Viewpoint Locations
SCALE 1:20,000
T0333 | LAND NEAR CHURCH STILE FARM, CRADLEY | APPRAISAL OF LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL EFFECTS

15

FIGURE 8
Buryfields

Farm
workshops

Hillview

Lumbridge Hill
Proposed Site
Entrance

VIEWPOINT 1
View from Buryfields near the site entrance (east direction)

Description of View
8.32

Viewpoint 1 is located 37m to the north west of the site near the junction
with Buryfields. The view to the east extends over the north section of the
pastoral fields within the site towards the existing farm workshops on
higher ground near the Rockies and Hillview residential properties. The
mature treecover following Vinesend Lane is visible to the north of the
site and the rising ground of Lumbridge Hill provides visual enclosure to
the east of the site.

Sensitivity of View
8.33

Views from residential properties are considered to be of high value,
susceptibility and overall sensitivity.

Magnitude of View
8.34

Camera make & model
- Canon EOS 5D
Date & time of photograph - 12/11/2015 @ 10:55
OS grid reference
- 373730, 247472
16

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 90m
Distance from site
- 37m
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The clearest views of the proposals would be apparent from the residential
properties and Cradley through road near Buryfields. The proposals
would extend the visual envelope of residential dwellings to the south
of East Cradley on the through road although the roofline architecture
would be framed and softened by the proposed orchard linking to the
existing orchard to the north of Vinesend Lane. The hedgerow (G10) in the
foreground would be removed to allow for views across the village green
to enhance the visual amenity of the settlement gateway. Partial views

of the community administered shop, post office, farm shop, café and
residential dwellings would be visible beyond the village green resulting
in a high magnitude of change at year 1 reducing to a medium magnitude
of change at year 15 once tree planting within the village green has
reached maturity.

Visual Effect
8.35

With a high sensitivity and a high or medium magnitude of change, the
proposals would result in a major (beneficial) effect between year 1 and
15. Views across the village green are considered to enhance visual
amenity on the settlement gateway on the approach and departure from
Cradley village centre.

FIGURE 8
Residential properties near
proposed site entrance

Hedgerow following access track
to Church Stile Farm

Mature trees following
Vinesend Lane

VIEWPOINT 2A
View from public footpath between Buryfields and Church Stile
Farm (north east direction)

Description of View
8.36

Visual Effect

Viewpoint 2 is located on the public footpath in the pastoral field to the
west of the site. The view to the east extends across the pastoral fields
towards the group of Common Oak (T11, T12 and T13) and Ash (T4) near
the centre and west of the site. The view is contained by the mature trees
surrounding the site and the rising landform of Lumbridge Hill.

Sensitivity of View
8.37

Views from public rights of way (PROW) used by local residents and
walkers are considered to be of high value, susceptibility and overall
sensitivity.

8.39

With a high sensitivity and high magnitude of change, the proposals
would result in a major effect on the public footpath passing through the
proposals to the west of the site at year 1 and 15. However, the proposals
would not be visible from the majority of the PROW network between
the site, St James the Great Church, Rectory Lane and Churchfields.
The nature of change is considered to be beneficial by year 15 due to the
contribution of the village green and architectural character of the farm
shop and dwellings to the view.

Magnitude of View
8.38

Camera make & model
- Canon EOS 5D
Date & time of photograph - 12/11/2015 @ 11:55
OS grid reference
- 373766, 247382

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 91m
Distance from site - within site

The proposals have retained the route of the public footpath across
the pastoral fields to the west of the site forming part of a network of
PROW between Buryfields, St James the Great Church and Rectory Lane.
Views of the residential dwellings would be dominant over a stretch of
approximately 85 metres of footpath to the west of the site resulting in
a high magnitude of change at year 1 and 15. On passing the site, views
of the proposals would rapidly disappear from the other stretches of
PROW between the site, St James the Great Church, Rectory Lane and
Churchfields to the east of Cradley.
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FIGURE 8

Access track to
Church Stile Farm

Farm workshops

Woodland located
on Lumbridge Hill

VIEWPOINT 2B
View from public footpath between Buryfields and Church Stile
Farm (east direction)

Description of View
8.40

Viewpoint 2 is located on the public footpath in the pastoral field to the
west of the site. The view to the east extends across the pastoral fields
towards the group of Common Oak (T11, T12 and T13) and Ash (T4) near
the centre and west of the site. The view is contained by the mature trees
surrounding the site and the rising landform of Lumbridge Hill.

Sensitivity of View
8.41

Views from public rights of way (PROW) used by local residents and
walkers are considered to be of high value, susceptibility and overall
sensitivity.

Magnitude of View
8.42

Camera make & model
- Canon EOS 5D
Date & time of photograph - 12/11/2015 @ 11:55
OS grid reference
- 373766, 247382
18

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 91m
Distance from site - within site
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The proposals have retained the route of the public footpath across
the pastoral fields to the west of the site forming part of a network of
PROW between Buryfields, St James the Great Church and Rectory Lane.
Views of the residential dwellings would be dominant over a stretch of
approximately 85 metres of footpath to the west of the site resulting in
a high magnitude of change at year 1 and 15. On passing the site, views
of the proposals would rapidly disappear from the other stretches of
PROW between the site, St James the Great Church, Rectory Lane and
Churchfields to the east of Cradley.

Visual Effect
8.43

With a high sensitivity and high magnitude of change, the proposals
would result in a major effect on the public footpath passing through the
proposals to the west of the site at year 1 and 15. However, the proposals
would not be visible from the majority of the PROW network between
the site, St James the Great Church, Rectory Lane and Churchfields.
The nature of change is considered to be beneficial by year 15 due to the
contribution of the village green and architectural character of the farm
shop and dwellings to the view.

FIGURE 8
Vinesend
Lane

Proposed site
entrance

VIEWPOINT 3
View from Buryfields near the junction of Vinesend Lane (south
direction)

Description of View
8.44

Viewpoint 3 is located 36m to the north of the site near the corner of
Buryfields and Vinesend Lane. The view to the south is contained by the
+2.2m agl hedgerow (G10) following the Cradley through road restricting
views across the site to the south. The existing orchard and mature
treecover on Vinesend Lane is visible to the east of the Cradley through
road on passing Cradley Primary School.

Sensitivity of View
8.45

Views from residential properties are considered to be of high value,
susceptibility and overall sensitivity.

proposals would result in a high magnitude of change at year 1 reducing
to a medium magnitude of change at year 15 once tree planting within the
village green has matured.

Visual Effect
8.47

With a high sensitivity and a high or medium magnitude of change, the
proposals would result a in major effect between year 1 and 15. Views
across the village green are considered to enhance visual amenity on the
settlement gateway on the approach to Cradley village centre from the
A4103 near Stifford’s Bridge. The nature of the change is considered to
be beneficial by year 15 due to the contribution of the village green, farm
shop and dwellings to the view.

Magnitude of View
8.46

Camera make & model
- Canon EOS 5D
Date & time of photograph - 12/11/2015 @ 11:05
OS grid reference
- 373824, 247505

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 91m
Distance from site
- 36m

The proposed community administered shop, post office, farm shop, café
and residential dwellings would be partially visible across the village
green between Buryfields and Vinesend Lane to the north of the site. The
proposals would require the removal of the hedgerows in the foreground
(G10) and would inevitably extend the visual envelope of residential
development to the south of the Cradley through road. The proposals
would appear contained on the lower ground of Lumbridge Hill and
framed by the mature treelines to the south east and west of the site. The
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FIGURE 8

Vinesend Lane

Existing Orchard

Site

VIEWPOINT 4
View from Vinesend Lane (west direction)

Description of View
8.48

Viewpoint 4 is located directly to the north of the site on Vinesend Lane.
The rural lane is enclosed by hedgerows with frequent mature trees on
either side and the existing orchard to the north of the rural lane. Views
across the pastoral fields to the south of Vinesend Lane extend towards
rising landform and woodland of Lumbridge Hill to the south east and
towards the tower of St James the Great Church to the south west of
the viewpoint. Views along Vinesend Lane are partly enclosed by mature
treecover and high hedgerows.

Sensitivity of View
8.49

Views from motorists using rural lanes are generally considered to be
of medium value and susceptibility due to the oblique, transient and
peripheral nature of views. However, as Vinesend Lane is located within
the AONB it is considered to be of high value and of medium susceptibility
due to extent of mature treecover following the rural lane. The overall
sensitivity is considered to be medium.

Magnitude of View
Camera make & model
- Canon EOS 5D
Date & time of photograph - 12/11/2015 @ 11:18
OS grid reference
- 373915, 247468
20

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 98m
Distance from site
- 4m

8.50
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Filtered close proximity views of the residential dwellings would be
visible to the south of Vinesend Lane in the winter months resulting in
medium magnitude of change at year 1 and 15.

Visual Effect
8.51

With a high sensitivity and medium magnitude of change, the proposals
would result in a major effect on approximately 155 metres of Vinesend
Lane directly to the north of the site. However, views would be generally
filtered by mature treecover and enclosed by hedgerows.

FIGURE 8
St. James the
Great Church Tower

Cradley
Primary School

Residential development
within Buryfields

Site

VIEWPOINT 5
View from public footpath near Hill House Farm (south west
direction)

Description of View
8.52

Viewpoint 5 is located on the public footpath on higher ground near Hill
House Farm to the north east of the site. Views from the public footpath
on the elevated hillside extend across the existing orchard to the north of
Vinesend Lane and towards the St James the Great Church tower in the
distant view. Cradley Primary School and modern residential development
within Buryfields is visible to the south west of the viewpoint in the same
direction of the site.

Sensitivity of View
8.53

advance the visual envelope of the settlement from this viewpoints due to
the orchard on higher ground resulting in a low magnitude of change at
year 1 and negligible magnitude of change at year 15.

Visual Effect
8.55

With a high sensitivity and low magnitude of change, the proposals would
result in a moderate effect at year 1 reducing to a minor (beneficial)
effect by year 15 as the orchard reaches maturity. The nature of change
is considered to be beneficial by year 15 due to the location of the village
green on the settlement gateway.

Views from public rights of way (PROW) used by local residents and
walkers are considered to be of high value, susceptibility and overall
sensitivity.

Magnitude of View
8.54

Camera make & model
- Canon EOS 5D
Date & time of photograph - 12/11/2015 @ 12:30
OS grid reference
- 374056, 247803

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 115m
Distance from site
- 347m

Partial views of the rooflines of residential dwellings would be visible on
the lower ground in the middle distance beyond the existing orchard to
the north of Vinesend Lane. However, the residential dwellings would not
interrupt views across the wooded lowland of the historic core of Cradley
or interrupt views towards the tower of St James the Great Church in
the distant view. The residential layout would be visible in the context of
existing modern residential development within Buryfields and would not
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FIGURE 8
Mature trees to
south east of site

St. James the
Great Church Tower

Mature trees
within the site

VIEWPOINT 6
View from public footpath between Vinesend Lane and Lumbridge
Hill Wood (west direction)

Description of View
8.56

Viewpoint 6 is located on the public footpath near the farm workshops
on higher ground to the east of the site between Vinesend Lane and
Lumbridge Hill. Views from this stretch of public footpath extend across
the pastoral fields and the group of Common Oak (T11, T12 and T13) and
Ash (T4) trees towards the centre and south of the site. Views across the
site are framed by the mature treeline on sloping ground to the south
east, along Vinesend Lane to the north, and forming a mature treeline to
the west of the site.

Sensitivity of View
8.57

Views from public rights of way (PROW) used by local residents and
walkers are considered to be of high value, susceptibility and overall
sensitivity.

Magnitude of View
8.58

Camera make & model
- Canon EOS 5D
Date & time of photograph - 12/11/2015 @ 11:24
OS grid reference
- 374000, 247436
22

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 107m
Distance from site
- 5m
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Views of the residential dwellings would be visible on the lower ground
beyond the proposed orchard and vineyard in the foreground of the
view. Views of the residential dwellings would be progressively filtered
as orchard trees mature resulting in a high magnitude of change in
year 1 reducing to a low magnitude of change by year 15. The proposed

orchard would extend the character of the existing orchard to the north
of Vinesend Lane around the proposals on higher ground to the east of
the site.

Visual Effect
8.59

With a high sensitivity and high magnitude of change, the proposals would
result in major effect on approximately 105m of public footpath between
Vinesend Lane and Lumbridge Hill Wood to the east of the site at year
1. As the orchard matures, the visual effect would reduce to a moderate
(beneficial) effect by year 15. The nature of change is considered to be
beneficial by year 15 due to the location of the proposed orchard and
vineyard in the foreground of the view.

FIGURE 8
Site located below
rising landform

Holly Cottage near
Vinesend Lane

Vinesend Lane

VIEWPOINT 7
View from public footpath between Hill House Farm and Vinesend
Lane (west direction)

Description of View
8.60

Visual Effect

Viewpoint 7 is located on the public footpath following the higher
escarpment between Hill House Farm, Lower Vinesend Farm and
Lumbridge Hill Wood to the east of the site. Views towards the site from
within the Malvern Hills AONB are foreshortened by the steeply falling
landform restricting views towards the site.

8.63

With a high sensitivity and a negligible magnitude of change, the proposals
would result in a minor effect at year 1 and 15 in accordance with the
methodology in Appendix 1. In reality, the effects would be negligible as
the proposals would not be visible due to the intervening topography.

Sensitivity of View
8.61

Views from public rights of way (PROW) used by local residents and
walkers are considered to be of high value, susceptibility and overall
sensitivity.

Magnitude of View
8.62

Camera make & model
- Canon EOS 5D
Date & time of photograph - 12/11/2015 @ 10:43
OS grid reference
- 374293, 247527

The proposals would not generally be visible from higher ground within
the Malvern Hills AONB due to the steeply falling landform and mature
treecover surrounding the site resulting in a negligible magnitude of
change at year 1 and 15.

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 122m
Distance from site
- 302m
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Mature trees to
west of site

FIGURE 8

Access track to
Church Stile Farm

Site located beyond
mature treeline

Mature trees to
south east of site

VIEWPOINT 8
Private view from Church Stile Farm (north east direction)

Description of View
8.64

Viewpoint 8 is located on the farm track to the north of Church Stile
Farm belonging to the landowner to the south east of the site. Views to
the north east of the Church Stile Farm extends across pastoral fields
and the access track towards existing modern residential properties on
the Cradley through road near Buryfields (white buildings). The view is
partly contained by the rising landform of Lumbridge Hill to the east and
mature treelines between Buryfields and Queenswood to the west of the
viewpoint.

Sensitivity of View
8.65

Views from residential properties are generally considered to be of high
value and susceptibility. However, as this property is the landowner’s
residence, the susceptibility to the proposals is considered to be low. The
overall sensitivity of Church Stile Farm as a visual receptor is considered
to be medium.

Magnitude of View
8.66
Camera make & model
- Canon EOS 5D
Date & time of photograph - 12/11/2015 @ 11:43
OS grid reference
- 373911, 247203
24

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 101m
Distance from site
- 165m
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The elevations and rooflines of the proposed residential dwellings would
be visible beyond the new infill hedgerow and mature treeline to the south
of the site. The infill and reinforcement hedgerows would progressively
screen views of the proposals from Church Stile Farm between year 1

and 15. The proposals would introduce a village green and harmonious
rural vernacular architecture that would enhance the approach and
setting of Church Stile Farm resulting in a low magnitude of change at
year 1 and 15.

Visual Effect
8.67

With a medium sensitivity and a low magnitude of change, the proposals
would result in a minor effect between year 1 and 15.

FIGURE 8
Approximate location of site
(screened by mature tree cover)

Malvern Hills

VIEWPOINT 9
View from public footpath near Netherley Hall (north direction)

Description of View
8.68

Visual Effect

Viewpoint 9 is located on the public footpath on higher ground between
Churchfields, Netherley Hall and Cockshot Hill to the south of the site.
Views to the north of Netherley Hall extends down the valley towards
Churchfields, Rectory Lane and Church Stile Farm. The view is enclosed
by woodland along the valley and is contained to the east by the rising
wooded slopes of Lumbridge Hill to the east of the viewpoint.

8.71

With a high sensitivity and negligible magnitude of change, the proposals
would result in a minor effect at year 1 and 15 in accordance with the
methodology in Appendix 1. In reality, the effects would be negligible as
the proposals would not generally be visible within the wooded valley.

Sensitivity of View
8.69

Views from public rights of way (PROW) used by local residents and
walkers are considered to be of high value, susceptibility and overall
sensitivity.

Magnitude of View
8.70

Camera make & model
- Canon EOS 5D
Date & time of photograph - 12/11/2015 @ 14:07
OS grid reference
- 373837, 246678

The proposals would not generally be visible due the extent of mature
treecover in the lower wooded valley to the south of Church Stile Farm
resulting in a negligible effect at year 1 and 15.

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 112m
Distance from site
- 691m
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FIGURE 8
A4103

Buryfields

Site

St. James the
Great Church Tower

Malvern Hills

VIEWPOINT 10
View from A4013 near Birch Farm between Stifford’s Bridge and
Ridgeway Cross (south east direction)

Description of View
8.72

Viewpoint 10 is located on higher ground near Birch Farm between
Stifford’s Bridge and Ridgeway Cross to the west of the site. The open
views extend across the Malvern Hills AONB to the east with Cradley
village visible in the lower wooded valley. The site is distantly perceptible
within the densely wooded valley below the rising wooded slopes of the
Malvern Hills.

Sensitivity of View
8.73

Views from motorists using busy A roads are generally considered to be of
medium value and of low susceptibility due to the oblique, transient and
peripheral nature of views from moving vehicles. The overall sensitivity
is considered to be medium.

Magnitude of View
8.74

Camera make & model
- Canon EOS 5D
Date & time of photograph - 12/11/2015 @ 12:53
OS grid reference
- 372278, 247450
26

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 130m
Distance from site
- 1455m
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The proposals would be distantly perceptible in the lower wooded valley
below the rising landform of Lumbridge Hill and the Malvern Hills to the
south of modern residential buildings in Buryfields resulting in a low
magnitude of change at year 1 and 15.

Visual Effect
8.75

With a medium sensitivity and low magnitude of change, the proposals
would result in a minor effect at year 1 and 15.

FIGURE 8
St. James the
Great Churchyard

Approximate location of site
beyond mature trees

VIEWPOINT 11
View from St James the Great Churchyard, Cradley (north east
direction)

Description of View
8.76

Viewpoint 11 is located on sloping ground to the north east of the St
James the Great Churchyard. Views towards the site are heavily filtered
by intervening hedgerows and mature treecover surrounding the
churchyard to the west of the site.

Sensitivity of View
8.77

Views from the churchyard are considered to be of high value, susceptibility
and overall sensitivity.

Magnitude of View
8.78

Filtered views of the dwelling rooflines would be barely perceptible
beyond intervening hedgerows and mature treecover in the winter
months resulting in a negligible effect at year 1 and 15.

Visual Effect
8.79

Camera make & model
- Canon EOS 5D
Date & time of photograph - 12/11/2015 @ 13:41
OS grid reference
- 373609, 247190

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 90m
Distance from site
- 222m

With a high sensitivity and negligible magnitude of change, the proposals
would result in a minor effect at year 1 and 15 in accordance with the
methodology in Appendix 1. In reality, the effects would be negligible as
the proposals would not generally be visible beyond the mature treecover.
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FIGURE 8
White buildings near
proposed site entrance

VIEWPOINT 12
View from public footpath between Rectory Lane and Churchfields
(north direction)

Description of View
8.80

Viewpoint 12 is located on the public footpath to the south east of St
James the Great Church between Rectory Lane and Churchfields. The
white buildings near Buryfields are perceptible in the filtered views
beyond the densely wooded valley.

Sensitivity of View
8.81

Views from public rights of way (PROW) used by local residents and
walkers are considered to be of high value, susceptibility and overall
sensitivity.

Magnitude of View
8.82

The dwelling rooflines would be perceptible in filtered views beyond
mature treecover in the same direction as Buryfields resulting in a
negligible magnitude of change at year 1 and 15.

Visual Effect
8.83
Camera make & model
- Canon EOS 5D
Date & time of photograph - 12/11/2015 @ 13:34
OS grid reference
- 373722, 247091
28

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 93m
Distance from site
- 279m
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With a high sensitivity and negligible magnitude of change, the proposals
would result in a minor effect at year 1 and 15 in accordance with the
methodology in Appendix 1. In reality, the effects would be negligible as
the proposals would not generally be visible.

Night Time Visual Effects
8.84

8.85

The proposed street lighting units would inevitably result in a degree of light
spill, glare and skyglow to the north east of East Cradley. However, the effects
of the street lighting are unlikely to be harmful given the baseline lighting
levels within the surroundings of the Cradley through road, Buryfields and
the Cradley Primary School. The low level residential lighting would be
minimal and directional to reduce any potential light spill, glare or skyglow
on the dark skies of the Malvern Hills AONB and would be contained by the
rising landform and mature treecover surrounding the site.
The effects on visual receptors and representative viewpoints are summarised
in Table 4:

Table 4, Summary Of Effects On Visual Receptors And Representative Viewpoints
Visual Receptor/
Representative Viewpoint

Value

Susceptibility

Sensitivity

Magnitude

Effect

High

High

High

Yr 1
High

Yr 1
Major

Yr 15
Medium

Yr 15
Major
(Beneficial)

Yr 1
Low

Yr 1
Moderate

Yr 15
Negligible

Yr 15
Minor
(Beneficial)

Yr 1
Low

Yr 1
Minor

Yr 15
Low

Yr 15
Minor
(Beneficial)

Yr 1
Negligible

Yr 1
Minor*

Yr 15
Negligible

Yr 15
Minor*

Yr 1
Negligible

Yr 1
Minor*

Yr 15
Negligible

Yr 15
Minor*

Yr 1
High

Yr 1
Major
(Beneficial)

Yr 15
Medium

Yr 15
Major
(Beneficial)

Yr 1
High

Yr 1
Major

Yr 15
High

Yr 15
Major

Residential Properties
Residential Properties Between Buryfields And
Cradley Primary School - 0.25km north west

Residential Properties at The Rockeries and
Hillview On Vinesend Lane - 0.55km north east

Church Stile Farm (owners property)
-0.24km south

Cradley Village Centre, the original post office
(ceased trading) and Brookside - 0.21km west

Rectory Lane - 0.28km south west

High

High

High

High

High

Low

High

High

High

Medium

High

High

Public Highways
Cradley Village ‘Through Road’ Between A4103,
Buryfields And The Village Centre
– 0.01km north west

Vinesend Lane – 0.01km north

High

High

High

Medium

High

High
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Visual Receptor/
Representative Viewpoint

Value

Susceptibility

Sensitivity

Magnitude

Effect

Public Rights Of Way
High

High

High

Public Footpath between Buryfields And Church
Stile Farm – within Site

Public Footpath network between Cradley
Church, Rectory Lane And Churchfields – 0.12km
south west

High

Public footpath between Vinesend Lane and High
Lumbridge Hill Wood – 0.07km east

High

High

High

High

Yr 1
High

Yr 1
Major

Yr 15
High

Yr 15
Major

Yr 1
Negligible

Yr 1
Minor*

Yr 15
Negligible

Yr 15
Minor*

Yr 1
High

Yr 1
Major

Yr 15
Medium

Yr 15
Major
(Beneficial)

Schools Or Places Of Worship
Cradley Primary School and playing fields
–0.14km north

St James the Great Churchyard – 0.26km south
west

High

High

High

High

High

High

Yr 1
Negligible

Yr 1
Minor*

Yr 15
Negligible

Yr 15
Minor*

Yr 1
Negligible

Yr 1
Minor*

Yr 15
Negligible

Yr 15
Minor*

Yr 1
High

Yr 1
Major

Yr 15
Medium

Yr 15
Major
(Beneficial)

Yr 1
High

Yr 1
Major

Yr 15
Medium

Yr 15
Major
(Beneficial)

Yr 1
High

Yr 1
Major

Yr 15
Medium

Yr 15
Major
(Beneficial)

Representative Viewpoints
Viewpoint 1 – Buryfields near the site entrance

Viewpoint 2 – Public footpath between
Buryfields Road and Church Stile Farm

Viewpoint 3 – Buryfields Road near the junction
of Vinesend Lane

High

High

High

Medium

High

Medium

High

High

High

Visual Receptor/
Representative Viewpoint

Value

Suscep-tibility Sensitivity

Magnitude

Effect

Viewpoint 4 – Vinesend Lane

High

Medium

Yr 1
High

Yr 1
Major

Yr 15
Medium

Yr 15
Major

Yr 1
Low

Yr 1
Moderate

Yr 15
Medium

Yr 15
Major
(Beneficial)

Yr 1
High

Yr 1
Major

Yr 15
Low

Yr 15
Moderate
(Beneficial)

Yr 1
Negligible

Yr 1
Minor*

Yr 15
Negligible

Yr 15
Minor*

Yr 1
Low

Yr 1
Minor

Yr 15
Low

Yr 15
Minor

Yr 1
Negligible

Yr 1
Minor*

Yr 15
Negligible

Yr 15
Minor*

Yr 1
Low

Yr 1
Minor

Yr 15
Low

Yr 15
Minor

Yr 1
Negligible

Yr 1
Minor*

Yr 15
Negligible

Yr 15
Minor*

Yr 1
Negligible

Yr 1
Minor*

Yr 15
Negligible

Yr 15
Minor*

Viewpoint 5 – Public footpath near Hill House
Farm

Viewpoint 6 – Public footpath between Vinesend
Lane and Lumbridge Hill Wood

High

High

Viewpoint 7 – Public footpath on higher
escarpment between Hill House Farm and
Vinesend Lane

High

Viewpoint 8 – Church Stile Farm (private view)

High

Viewpoint 9 – Public footpath near Netherley
Hall

Viewpoint 10 – A4013 Near Birch Farm Between
Stifford’s Bridge And Ridgeway Cross

Viewpoint 11 – St James The Great Churchyard,
Cradley

Viewpoint 12 – Public Footpath between Rectory
Lane and Churchfields

High

Medium

High

High

High

High

High

High

High

High

High

Low

Medium

High

High

Low

Medium

High

High

High

High

*indicates a negligible effect although minor in accordance with the methodology in Appendix 1.
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9.1

9.2

EFFECTS ON THE MALVERN HILLS AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY

The Malvern Hills was designated an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB) in 1959. The AONB covers a large geographical area of 105km2 and
includes parts of Herefordshire, Worcestershire and Gloucestershire. The
site is located within Principal Timbered Farmlands LCT to the north east
of East Cradley within the AONB that generally extends over the Principal
Wooded Hills LCT to the east of the site.

people coming to enjoy the hills, spas and the tranquillity of the
rural landscapes; and
•

9.3

The Malvern Hills AONB Management Plan 2014-2019 identifies a number
of special qualities including:
•

“The Malvern Hills: a high, dramatic ridge that is visible from the
Severn Vale and from the rolling hills and valleys to the west;

•

A distinctive and varied geology, with a variety of different rock
types including granites, diorites, volcanic lavas, limestones,
sandstones, mudstones and shales. This gives rise to a unique
array of landscapes and natural habitats;

•

A wide variety of landscape types in a relatively small area.
Assessments of the area’s landscape character identify ten
distinct landscape types. Woodland and grassland in varying
mixes are the most prevalent;

•

A distinctive combination of landscape elements that include
orchards, parklands, ridgelines, ponds, quarries, hedgerows and
watercourses;

•

A wide variety of wildlife habitats and species, many of which are
nationally rare;

•

A large number of sites that have been designated for their
special characteristics. These include 15 Sites of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSIs), one Local Nature Reserve and many other special
and key geological and wildlife sites;

•

An historic landscape of ancient unenclosed commons, varied
field boundary patterns and designed parks and gardens;

•

A rich and distinctive historic environment including Bronze Age
burial grounds, Iron Age hill forts, moated sites and industrial
architecture;

•

Distinctive villagescapes, including conservation areas, listed
buildings and local features that define a ‘spirit of place’ in the
settlements;

•

Thriving and active communities with a low deprivation index that
reflects the area’s prosperity and the availability of employment;

•

A history of recreation and tourism that continues today, with

9.4

9.5

9.6

9.7

Magnitude: In response to the AONB Management Plan, the proposals
seek to conserve and enhance all the mature trees and hedgerows that
contribute to the visual amenity of the site. The proposals are physically
and visually enclosed on lower ground to the north east of East Cradley
and are considered to be in harmony with the rural vernacular architecture
of Cradley and would conserve and enhance the integrity, pattern and
form of the historic core of the village. The proposals would inevitably
require the removal of the pastoral grassland within the site although this
would be partly replaced within the village green, landscape corridors
and orchard that would ‘conserve and enhance’ the settlement gateway
of Cradley within the Malvern Hills AONB. On balance, the proposals are
considered to be sympathetic and in keeping with the AONB resulting a
high magnitude of change within the site itself and negligible magnitude
of change across the wider geographical area of the AONB.

9.8

Effect: With a high sensitivity and high magnitude of change, the proposals
would result in a major (beneficial) effect on the landscape character
of the site within the AONB. Due to the locations of the site on the low
lying ground and the visual enclosure provided by surrounding landform,
mature trees, hedgerows and orchards, the effects on the AONB rapidly
diminishes beyond the site boundaries resulting in minor (or negligible)
effects on the wider AONB.

Open access in many places over the hills and commons, providing
opportunities for bracing walks with fine views.”

The Malvern Hills AONB Partnership provides a ‘Landscape Strategy and
Guidelines’ for the Principal Timbered Farmlands LCT. The relevant AONB
guidelines seeks to conserve the following:
•

“Conserve all mature and veteran trees;

•

Conserve the historic pattern of settlement;

•

Conserve remaining traditional orchards;

•

Conserve all older permanent pastures; and

•

Conserve the network of narrow rural lanes.

The relevant AONB guidelines seeks to maintain the following:
•

Maintain an manage hedgerow trees, ensuring a diversity of age
structure;

•

Manage/restore hedgerow boundaries;

•

Enhance landscape
management; and

•

Maintain standing water to enhance landscape character and
biodiversity.”

character

through

sensitive

pasture

The relevant AONB guidelines seeks to plan the following:
•

Seek opportunities to restore and/enhance the biodiversity of
agricultural land;

•

Seek opportunities to create new woodlands;

•

Seek opportunities to restore/create new orchards;

•

Seeks ways to better integrate large buildings/structures into the
landscape;

•

Reinforce vernacular character with appropriate siting, design
and materials in new development; and

•

Promote the uptake of renewable energy.”

Sensitivity: The Malvern Hills AONB is a nationally important landscape
and is considered to be of high value and susceptibility. The overall
sensitivity of the special qualities of the AONB are considered to be high.
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10

CONCLUSIONS

10.1

This Appraisal of Landscape and Visual Effects (ALVE) considers the
planning application for a village green, community administered shop,
post office, farm shop, café, vineyard and orchard with up to 29 no.
residential dwellings near Church Stile Farm to the north east of East
Cradley.

10.6

Effects on Landscape Elements
10.2

The proposals would result in a net gain of native trees, orchards,
vineyards, trees and hedgerows resulting in major (beneficial) effects on
these landscape elements within the site in compliance with HCC UDP
Policies S1, S7, DR1, DR4, H13, LA1, LA2 and LA6 and the Malvern Hills
AONB Partnership Landscape Strategy and Guidelines (2011).

10.3

The proposals would require the loss of approximately -50 linear metres
of hedgerow (G10) to the north west of the site to allow for the vehicular
access, however, new infill and reinforcement hedgerows would be
provided to enclose the residential dwellings to the south and east of
the site. Ground engineering would be required for the vehicular access
and residential dwellings, resulting in a major effect on the pastoral
grassland and a moderate effect on the topography within the site.

Effects on Visual Amenity
10.7

10.8

Effects on Landscape Character
10.4

10.5

Due to the landscape enhancements and limited visibility of the proposals
within National Character Area 103, Malvern Hills and the HCC, Principal
Timbered Farmlands LCT, the proposals would result in major (beneficial)
effects within the site itself and negligible effects on the wider NCA and
LCT.

The ZTV for the proposals reflects the low lying nature of the site and
the visual enclosure provided by the rising landform of the Malvern Hills
AONB to the east of the site. The proposals would be visually enclosed
between the mature treecover and orchard on Vinesend Lane to the
north (Viewpoint 5); the rising landform, farm workshops and woodlands
on Lumbridge Hill to the east (Viewpoint 7); the extensive deciduous
woodland at Lumbridge Hill Wood to the south east (Viewpoint 9); and the
mature treelines between Church Stile Farm (Viewpoint 8) and St James
the Great Church (Viewpoints 11 and 12) to the south and west of the
site. The proposals would not generally be perceptible from the historic
core of Cradley including the St James the Great Churchyard or from the
original village post office (ceased trading).
Partial views of the proposals would be apparent from the residential
properties between Buryfields and Cradley Primary School to the north
west of the site (Viewpoints 1 and 3). The removal of hedgerow (G10) to
the north west of the site would allow close proximity views across the
site access and village green considered to enhance the visual amenity
and settlement gateway to the north east of East Cradley resulting in
major (beneficial) effects in the long term.

The proposals would change the site from medium scale geometric
pastoral fields to a village green, community administered shop, post
office, farm shop, café vineyard and orchard with residential dwellings.
The proposals are physically and visually enclosed on the lower ground
to the north east of East Cradley within the visual context of existing
modern residential properties at Buryfields and Cradley Primary School.

10.9

The site is framed by mature trees within hedgerows following Vinesend
Lane to the north, by sloping ground rising towards existing farm
workshops and Lumbridge Hill to the east, mature treelines to the south
and west that visually separates the site from the historic core of Cradley.
The proposals retain the existing mature trees and hedgerows as far
possible and provides a number of landscape enhancements including
the village green, community administered shop, post office, farm
shop, café, vineyard and orchard with an organic cluster of residential
dwellings constructed from timber and brick in harmony with the rural
vernacular architecture of East Cradley. The proposals would therefore
conserve the integrity, pattern and form of the village that would enhance

10.10 Partial views of the proposals would be apparent from Church Stile Farm
(owners property) to the south of the site (Viewpoint 8). Within these views,
the rooflines of residential dwellings would be visible beyond the mature
treeline and new hedgerows to the south of the site. The proposed village
green is considered to enhance the approach and setting of Church Stile
Farm resulting in minor (beneficial) effects in the long term.

Partial views of the proposals would also be perceptible from isolated
residential properties on higher ground near Vinesend Lane at The
Rockies and Hillview to the north west of the site. Filtered views of the
residential dwellings would be visible beyond the mature treecover on
Vinesend Lane and the proposed orchard resulting in moderate to minor
(beneficial) effects in the long term.

the settlement gateway to the north east of East Cradley.
10.11 Intermittent views of the village green, community administered shop,
post office, farm shop, café and orchard and residential dwellings would
be visible from the Cradley village through road between the A4103,
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Buryfields approaching the village centre of Cradley. The removal of
hedgerows (G10) to the north west of the site would permit passing views
across the village green enhancing the settlement gateway to the north
west of Cradley resulting in major (beneficial) effects in the long term.
10.12 Views of the village green, orchard and residential dwellings would be
dominant in views from the PROW following the mature treeline to the west
of the site (Viewpoint 2) and on higher ground near the farm workshops
overlooking the pastoral fields to the east of the site (Viewpoint 6). Within
these views from PROW, the residential dwellings would be visible at
close proximity resulting in major effects between year 1 and 15. On
passing the site, views of the proposals would rapidly disappear on the
PROW network between the village centre, St James the Great Church,
Rectory Lane and Churchfields would remain largely unaffected. The
nature of change on these PROW is considered to be beneficial by year 15
due to the contribution provided by the rural vernacular architecture and
village green to visual amenity.

Effects on Malvern Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB)
10.13 The Malvern Hills was designated in 1959 and is a nationally important
landscape. The site is located on the lower ground of Lumbridge Hill
within Principal Timbered Farmlands LCT to the north east of East
Cradley within the AONB.
10.14 The proposals would support the Malvern Hills AONB Partnerships
Landscape Strategy and Guidelines (2011) through the provision of
landscape enhancements including the village green, farm shop, orchard,
vineyard and organic cluster of residential dwellings constructed from
timber and brick considered to be in keeping with the Principal Timbered
Farmlands LCT within the AONB. The proposals would largely retain
the existing landscape elements and would introduce harmonious rural
vernacular architecture that would conserve and enhance the integrity,
pattern and form of Cradley.
10.15 The proposals are physically and visually enclosed on lower ground to
the north east of Cradley by the higher ground and proposed orchard and
would not affect the wider geographical area of the AONB. On balance,
the proposals would ‘conserve and enhance’ the landscape character and
visual amenity of the Malvern Hills AONB resulting in major (beneficial)
effects within the site itself and negligible effects on the wider AONB in
the long term.

Summary
10.16 The proposals have sought to ‘conserve and enhance’ the site within
the Malvern Hills AONB through the introduction of landscape benefits
including the provision of a village green, farm shop, community
orchard and vineyard on the settlement gateway of Cradley. The rural
vernacular architecture of the proposed residential dwellings would be
framed within the existing mature treecover, hedgerows and orchard
that would provide an attractive backcloth to the proposals within the
AONB. The proposals would generally result in major (beneficial) effects
on the landscape elements, landscape character and visual amenity and
embraces the special qualities of the AONB.
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APPENDIX 1: METHODOLOGY

APPRAISAL OF LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL EFFECTS (ALVE) METHODOLOGY

Appraisal Of Landscape And Visual Effects (Alve) Methodology

1.1

This Appraisal of Landscape and Visual Effects (ALVE) has been
undertaken with reference to best practice, as outlined in the following
published guidance:
•

•
•
•

•
•

1.2

Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (3rd Edition)
- Landscape Institute/ Institute of Environmental Management and
Assessment (2013);
GLVIA3 Statement of Clarification 1/13;
Landscape Character Assessment Guidance for England and
Scotland - (2002) Countryside Agency / Scottish Natural Heritage;
Landscape Character Assessment Guidance for England and
Scotland - (2006) Topic Paper 6: Techniques and Criteria for Judging
Capacity and Sensitivity Countryside Agency / Scottish Natural
Heritage;
An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment (October 2014) –
Natural England; and
Photography and photomontage in landscape and visual assessment
(2011) - Landscape Institute Advice Note 01/11.

GLVIA3 states within paragraph 1.1 that “Landscape and Visual Impact
Assessment (LVIA) is a tool used to identify and assess the significance
of and the effects of change resulting from development on both the
landscape as an environmental resource in its own right and on people’s
views and visual amenity.”

1.3

GLVIA3 also states within paragraph 1.17 that when identifying landscape
and visual effects there is a “need for an approach that is in proportion
to the scale of the project that is being assessed and the nature of the
likely effects. Judgement needs to be exercised at all stages in terms of
the scale of investigation that is appropriate and proportional.”

1.4

GLVIA3 recognises within paragraph 2.23 that “professional judgement
is a very important part of LVIA. While there is some scope for
quantitative measurement of some relatively objective matters much
of the assessment must rely on qualitative judgements” undertaken
by a landscape consultant or a Chartered Member of the Landscape
Institute (CMLI).

1.5

1.6

1.11

The study area for the ALVE was taken to be a 5km radius from the site.
However, the main focus of the assessment was taken as a radius of
2km from the site as it is considered that beyond this distance, even with
good visibility, the proposals would not generally be perceptible in the
landscape.

The sensitivity of the landscape and visual receptor and the magnitude of
change resulting from the proposed development are cross referenced in
Table 8 to determine the degree of landscape and visual effects.

2.

Effects on Landscape Elements

2.2

The effects on landscape elements are limited to within the site and
include the direct physical change to the fabric of the land, such as the
removal of woodland, hedgerows or grassland to allow for the proposed
development.

Effects Assessed
1.7

Landscape and visual effects are assessed through professional
judgements on the sensitivity of landscape elements, landscape
character, visual receptors and representative viewpoints combined
with the predicted magnitude of change arising from the proposals.
The landscape and visual effects have been assessed in the following
sections:
•
•
•

1.8

1.9

Effects on landscape elements;
Effects on landscape character; and
Effects on visual amenity.

Sensitivity is defined in GLVIA3 as “a term applied to specific receptors,
combining judgments of susceptibility of the receptor to a specific
type of change or development proposed and the value related to that
receptor.”
Various factors in relation to the susceptibility and value of landscape
elements, landscape character, visual receptors or representative
viewpoints are considered below and are cross referenced to determine
the overall sensitivity as shown in Table 1:
Table 1, Overall sensitivity of landscape and visual receptors
VALUE

The effects on cultural heritage and ecology are not considered within
this ALVE.
1.10

APPENDIX 1: METHODOLOGY

Study Area

SUSCEPTIBILITY

1.

HIGH

MEDIUM

LOW

HIGH

High

High

Medium

MEDIUM

High

Medium

Medium

LOW

Medium

Medium

Low

Magnitude of change is defined in GLVIA3 as “a term that combines
judgements about the size and scale of the effect, the extent over which
it occurs, whether it is reversible or irreversible and whether it is short
or long term in duration.” Various factors contribute to the magnitude
of change on landscape elements, landscape character, visual receptors
and representative viewpoints.

T0333 | LAND NEAR CHURCH STILE FARM, CRADLEY | APPRAISAL OF LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL EFFECTS

Sensitivity of Landscape Elements
2.3

Sensitivity is determined by a combination of the value that is attached
to a landscape element and the susceptibility of the landscape element
to changes that would arise as a result of the proposed development –
see pages 88-90 of GLVIA3. Both value and susceptibility are assessed as
high, medium or low.

2.4

The criteria for assessing the value of landscape elements and landscape
character is shown in Table 2:
Table 2, Criteria for assessing landscape value
HIGH

Designated areas at an International, National or Local scale
(including but not limited to World Heritage Sites, National Parks,
AONBs, SLAs, etc) considered to be an important component of the
country’s character experienced by a high number of people.
Landscape condition is good and components are generally
maintained to a high standard.
In terms of seclusion, enclosure by land use, traffic and movement,
light pollution and presence/absence of major infrastructure, the
landscape has an elevated level of tranquillity.
Rare or distinctive landscape elements and features are key
components that contribute to the landscape character of the area.

MEDIUM No formal designation but (typically) rural landscapes, important
to the setting of towns and villages and also considered to be a
distinctive component of the national or local landscape character
experienced by a large proportion of its population.
Landscape condition is fair and components are generally well
maintained.
In terms of seclusion, enclosure by land use, traffic and movement,
light pollution and presence/absence of major infrastructure, the
landscape has a moderate level of tranquillity.
Rare or distinctive landscape elements and features are notable
components that contribute to the character of the area.

LOW

2.5

No formal designations but a landscape of local relevance
(including but not limited to public or semi-public open spaces)
and also green infrastructure and open spaces within residential
areas likely to be visited and valued by the local community.
Landscape condition may be poor and components poorly
maintained or damaged.
In terms of seclusion, enclosure by land use, traffic and movement,
light pollution and presence/absence of major infrastructure, the
landscape has limited levels of tranquillity.
Rare or distinctive elements and features are not notable
components that contribute to the landscape character of the area.

elements are assessed and cross referenced to determine the overall
sensitivity as shown in Table 1.

2.7

MEDIUM

LOW

2.6

Scale of enclosure – landscapes with a medium capacity to
accommodate the type of development being proposed owing
to the interactions of topography, vegetation cover, built form,
etc.
Nature of land use – landscapes with some existing reference
or context to the type of development being proposed.
Nature of existing elements – landscapes with components
that are easily replaced or substituted.
Nature of existing features – landscapes where detracting
features, major infrastructure or industry is present and has a
noticeable influence on landscape character.
Scale of enclosure – landscapes with a high capacity to
accommodate the type of development being proposed owing
to the interactions of topography, vegetation cover, built form,
etc.
Nature of land use – landscapes with extensive existing
reference or context to the type of development being
proposed.
Nature of existing features – landscapes where detracting
features or major infrastructure is present and has a
dominating influence on the landscape.

HIGH

Total loss of a landscape element.

MEDIUM

Partial loss or alteration to part of a landscape element.

LOW

Minor loss or alteration to part of a landscape element.

NEGLIGIBLE

No loss or very limited alteration to part of a landscape
element.

3.

Effects on Landscape Character

3.1

Landscape character is defined as the “distinct, recognisable and
consistent pattern of elements in the landscape that makes one
landscape different from another, rather than better or worse.”
The assessment of effects on landscape character considers how the
introduction of new landscape elements physically alters the landform,
landcover, landscape pattern and perceptual attributes of the site or
how visibility of the proposed development changes the way in which the
landscape character is perceived.

Sensitivity is determined by a combination of the value that is attached
to a landscape and the susceptibility of the landscape to changes that
would arise as a result of the proposed development – see pages 88-90
of GLVIA3. Both value and susceptibility are assessed as high, medium
or low.

3.3

The criteria for assessing landscape character value is shown in Table 2.

3.4

The criteria for assessing landscape character susceptibility is shown in
Table 3.

3.5

The overall sensitivity of landscape character is determined through
cross referencing the value and susceptibility of landscape character as
shown in Table 1.

HIGH

Introduction of major elements into the landscape or some
major change to the scale, landform, land cover or pattern of
the landscape.

MEDIUM

Introduction of some notable elements into the landscape
or some notable change to the scale, landform, landcover or
pattern of the landscape.

LOW

Introduction of minor new elements into the landscape or
some minor change to the scale, landform, landcover or
pattern of the landscape.

NEGLIGIBLE

No notable or appreciable introduction of new elements into
the landscape or change to the scale, landform, landcover or
pattern of the landscape.

4.

Effects on Visual Amenity

4.1

The effects on visual amenity consider the changes in views arising
from the proposed development in relation to visual receptors including
settlements, residential properties, transport routes, recreational
facilities and attractions; and on representative viewpoints or specific
locations within the study area as agreed with the Local Planning
Authority.
Sensitivity of Visual Receptors

4.2

Sensitivity is determined by a combination of the value that is attached to
a view and the susceptibility of the receptor to changes in that view that
would arise as a result of the proposed development – see pages 113-114
of GLVIA3. Both value and susceptibility are assessed as high, medium
or low.

4.3

The value attached to a view includes a recognition of value through
landscape designations, indicators of value attached to views by visitors
such as the inclusion on maps or reference within guidebooks, provision

Sensitivity of Landscape Character
3.2

Professional judgement has been used to determine the magnitude
change on landscape character as shown in Table 5:
Table 5, Criteria for magnitude of change for landscape character

Professional judgement has been used to determine the magnitude of
change on individual landscape elements within the site as shown in
Table 4:
Table 4, Criteria for assessing magnitude of change for landscape elements

Table 3, Criteria for assessing landscape susceptibility
Scale of enclosure – landscapes with a low capacity to
accommodate the type of development being proposed owing
to the interactions of topography, vegetation cover, built form,
etc.
Nature of land use – landscapes with no or little existing
reference or context to the type of development being
proposed.
Nature of existing elements – landscapes with components
that are not easily replaced or substituted (e.g. ancient
woodland, mature trees, historic parkland, etc).
Nature of existing features – landscapes where detracting
features, major infrastructure or industry is not present or
where present has a limited influence on landscape character.

3.6

Magnitude of Change on Landscape Elements

The criteria for assessing the susceptibility of landscape elements and
landscape character is shown in Table 3:

HIGH

Magnitude of Change on Landscape Character

of facilities, presence of interpretation boards, etc.

Various factors in relation to the susceptibility and value of landscape
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4.4

The criteria for assessing visual susceptibility is shown in Table 6:
Table 6, Criteria for assessing visual susceptibility
HIGH

Includes occupiers of residential properties and people engaged
in recreational activities in the countryside such as using public
rights of way.

Medium

Includes people engaged in outdoor sporting activities and people
travelling through the landscape on minor roads and trains.

Low

Includes people at place of work e.g. industrial and commercial
premises and people travelling through the landscape on A roads
and motorways.

6.

Nature of Effects

6.1

GLVIA3 includes an entry that states “effects can be described as
positive or negative (or in some cases neutral) in their consequences
for views and visual amenity.” GLVIA3 does not, however, state how
negative or positive effects should be assessed and therefore becomes
a matter of subjective judgement rather than reasoned criteria. Due
to inconsistencies with the assessment of negative or positive effects
a precautionary approach is applied to this ALVE that assumes all
landscape and visual effects are considered to be negative or adverse
unless otherwise stated.

Magnitude of Change on Visual Amenity
4.5

Professional judgement has been used to determine the magnitude
change on landscape character as shown in Table 7:
Table 7, Criteria for magnitude of change for visual receptors
High

Major change in the view that has a defining influence on the
overall view with many visual receptors affected.

Medium

Some change in the view that is clearly visible and forms an
important but not defining element in the view.

Low

Some change in the view that is not prominent with few visual
receptors affected.

Negligible

No notable change in the view.

5.

Degree of effect for landscape and visual receptors

5.1

The degree of effects are professional judgements based upon all the
factors in terms of landscape and visual sensitivity and the magnitude of
change arising from the proposed development. The cross referencing of
landscape and visual sensitivity and the magnitude of change determines
the overall degree of effects as shown in Table 8:
Table 8, Degree of landscape and visual effects

Sensitivity

Magnitude of Change
High

Medium

Low

Negligible

High

Major

Major

Moderate

Minor

Medium

Major

Moderate

Minor

Negligible

Low

Moderate

Minor

Negligible

Negligible
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SUMMARY OF LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL EFFECTS SCHEDULE – LAND NEAR CHURCH STILE FARM, CRADLEY

Representative Viewpoint

Viewpoint 1 – Buryfields Road near the site
entrance

Viewpoint 2 – Public footpath between Buryfields
Road and Church Stile Farm

Viewpoint 3 – Buryfields Road near the junction of
Vinesend Lane

Viewpoint 4 – Vinesend Lane

Representative viewpoints

Viewpoint 5 – Public footpath near Hill House Farm

Viewpoint 6 – Public footpath between Vinesend
Lane and Lumbridge Hill Wood

Distance
(m)

Viewpoint 9 – Public footpath near Netherley Hall

Viewpoint 10 – A4013 near Birch Farm between
Stifford’s Bridge and Ridgeway Cross

Viewpoint 11 – St James the Great Churchyard,
Cradley

Viewpoint 12 – Public footpath between Rectory
Lane and Churchfields

Landscape Character
Value
Type Value

37

Principal Timbered
Farmlands

Site

Principal Timbered
Farmlands

36

Principal Timbered
Farmlands

4

Principal Timbered
Farmlands

347

Principal Wooded
Hills

5

Viewpoint 7 – Public footpath on higher escarpment
302
between Hill House Farm and Vinesend Lane

Viewpoint 8 – Church Stile Farm (private view)

Landscape Character

Principal Wooded
Hills

Principal Wooded
Hills

165

Principal Timbered
Farmlands

691

Principal Timbered
Farmlands

1455

Timbered Plateau
Farmlands

222

279
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Principal Timbered
Farmlands

Principal Timbered
Farmlands

Medium

High

Medium

High

High

High

High

High

High

Low

High

High

Susceptibility

Medium

High

Medium

Medium

High

High

High

Low

High

Low

High

High

Sensitivity

Medium

High

Medium

High

High

High

High

Medium

High

Low

High

High

Visual Amenity
Magnitude

Effect

Yr 1
High

Yr 1
Major

Yr 15
Medium

Yr 15
Moderate (beneficial)

Yr 1
High

Yr 1
Major

Yr 15
Medium

Yr 15
Major (beneficial)

Yr 1
High

Yr 1
Major

Yr 15
Medium

Yr 15
Moderate (beneficial)

Yr 1
High

Yr 1
Major

Yr 15
Medium

Yr 15
Major

Yr 1
Low

Yr 1
Moderate

Yr 15
Medium

Yr 15
Major (beneficial)

Yr 1
High

Yr 1
Major

Yr 15
Medium

Yr 15
Major (beneficial)

Yr 1
Negligible

Yr 1
Minor*

Yr 15
Negligible

Yr 15
Minor*

Yr 1
Low

Yr 1
Minor

Yr 15
Low

Yr 15
Minor (beneficial)

Yr 1
Negligible

Yr 1
Minor*

Yr 15
Negligible

Yr 15
Minor*

Yr 1
Negligible

Yr 1
Negligible

Yr 15
Negligible

Yr 15
Negligible

Yr 1
Negligible

Yr 1
Minor*

Yr 15
Negligible

Yr 15
Minor*

Yr 1
Negligible

Yr 1
Minor*

Yr 15
Negligible

Yr 15
Minor*
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Receptor

Value

Residential;
High
Public Highway

PROW

High

Residential;
High
Public Highway

Public Highway High

PROW

PROW

PROW

Residential
(Private View)

PROW

High

High

High

High

High

Public Highway Medium

Place of
Worship

PROW

High

High

Susceptibility

Medium

High

Medium

Medium

High

High

High

Low

High

Low

High

High

Sensitivity

High

High

High

High

High

High

High

Medium

High

Medium

High

High

Magnitude Effect
Yr 1
High

Yr 1
Major

Yr 15
Medium

Yr 15
Major (beneficial)

Yr 1
High

Yr 1
Major

Yr 15
Medium

Yr 15
Major (beneficial)

Yr 1
High

Yr 1
Major

Yr 15
Medium

Yr 15
Major (beneficial)

Yr 1
High

Yr 1
Major

Yr 15
Medium

Yr 15
Major

Yr 1
Low

Yr 1
Moderate

Yr 15
Medium

Yr 15
Major (beneficial)

Yr 1
High

Yr 1
Major

Yr 15
Low

Yr 15
Moderate (beneficial)

Yr 1
Negligible

Yr 1
Minor*

Yr 15
Negligible

Yr 15
Minor*

Yr 1
Low

Yr 1
Minor

Yr 15
Low

Yr 15
Minor

Yr 1
Negligible

Yr 1
Minor*

Yr 15
Negligible

Yr 15
Minor*

Yr 1
Low

Yr 1
Minor

Yr 15
Low

Yr 15
Minor

Yr 1
Negligible

Yr 1
Minor*

Yr 15
Negligible

Yr 15
Minor*

Yr 1
Negligible

Yr 1
Minor*

Yr 15
Negligible

Yr 15
Minor*

*indicates a negligible effect although minor in accordance with the methodology in Appendix 1.
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